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Mr Jason Irving

Manager and Planning
Department for Environment
GPO BOX 1047
ADELAIDE S.A. 5001

Dear Mr Irving,

I am amazed and appalled that mining in the Flinders Ranges in general and at
Arkaroola in particular could be contemplated by the Department of the Environment,
by PIRSA or indeed by the Government of South Australia.

The entire Flinders Ranges and most of all Arkaroola is a unique and sacred land to
all South Australians. It is sacred to the Indigenous People of South Australia.
Arkaroola means “The Land of Arkaroo”. Arkaroo, I remind you, is the primal
Rainbow Serpent who travelled throughout South Australia in the Dreamtime and the
waterholes on Arkaroola were created by that Serpent.

My family and I have spent months in this country and its desecration cannot and
must not occur. The very idea of mining at Arkaroola is sacrilege. The entire Flinders
Ranges is a place of great natural beauty and is an iconic treasure which must
transcend exploitation by all and any mining or indeed development of any kind.

Tourism with the ethos “leave nothing but footprints, take nothing but photographs” is
the only possible industrial use for this area, and South Australia’s name will be
denigrated for ever if mining takes place here. One might as well mine Uluru or the
Great Barrier Reef. It would be far better to mine the very marble from Parliament
House on North Terrace in Adelaide or indeed Parliament House in Canberra than to
mine the sacred precincts of Arkaroola. These two latter buildings are much more
dispensable than the heights of the Ridgetop Tour and the Lookout at Arkaroola
which under your contemplated legislation would become Access Zone 3: for
Standard exploration and mining access.

As a sixth generation South Australian, as a bushwalker, as a person interested in the
geology and heritage of Arkaroola, as one who enjoys photographing and painting the
superb scenery of the Flinders Ranges, as a writer who respects the mystique of the
land, as a person interested in the unique ecology of the area, I beg, beseech and
demand that you save our spiritual home.

There are plenty of other places in Australia where uranium can be mined. And why
should we mine uranium from our heartland when the use of this resource is forbidden
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[image: image2.jpg]under statute? Are there not enough mines in South Australia already? Who are the
people who would profit from this destruction of a fragile environment? Why should
we export our heritage for foreigners’ use? The cost of power and water rise
constantly but South Australians do not benefit. Mining will cost the people of South
Australia in resources but we will derive no benefit from the rape of Arkaroola.

What would be the judgement of future generations of Australians who learn of the
vanished heritage that was destroyed by those who compiled the document “Seeking a
Balance™? What balance is to be achieved here? What do I and those who feel as I
do, gain from this vandalism? What sort of Department of Environment and Heritage
are you running? You appear to have no regard either for the Environment nor for the
Heritage of South Australia.

I agree with the Development Act which says “Mining operations should not take
place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other
environment, heritage or conservation considerations are overridden” and that
“exploitation of the deposits is in the National or State interest”and that
“investigations have shown that alternative deposits are not available on other land
in the locality”.

NONE OF THE ABOVE APPLIES IN THIS INSTANCE.

There is no valid reason why Arkaroola or indeed any part of the Flinders Ranges
should be mined. All the minerals which could be mined at Arkaroola, including
uranium, are available in other less sensitive areas of South Australia. I am not
opposed to mining per se, but I am categorically and absolutely opposed to mining in
this area which is so central to the South Australian ethos.

2010 will be an election year for South Australians. I send a copy of this letter to Mr
Michael Rann to inform him of the fact that I and the people of South Australia
demand that all mining be banned at Arkaroola. I send another copy of this letter to
Dr Ted Tyne, Director of Mineral Resources PIRSA. I remind you all that the jobs of
public servants and indeed of governments are transitory but that the country is
sacrosanct and eternal.
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Copy to The Hon.Mr Michael Rann, \
Member for Ramsey/Premier of South Auét{alia, |

40-42 Commercial Road
SALISBURY S.A. 5108

Copy to Dr Ted Tyne,
Director, Mineral Resources,
Primary Industries and Resources SA
GPO Box 1671,
ADELAIDE S.A. 5001




