Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving

Stop mining at Arkaroola
I am extremely concerned that mining may be allowed in Arkaroola Sanctuary. I have a visited Arkaroola and taken overseas guests there on many occasions.  My guests’ reactions have always been the same as mine – what a fantastic and truly stunning place!
I regard Arkaroola as an exceptional asset to South Australia and South Australians – not only as a tourist destination renowned for its outstanding natural beauty and geological features (with their links to indigenous culture) but also as a valuable reserve for wildlife and biodiversity (plant and animal).
Why spoil and degrade Arkaroola? In a recent TV documentary on American National Parks I was truck by the sentiment that led to the formation of the first US parks. As the American West was opened up there was great pressure to exploit areas of outstanding natural beauty for agriculture and a range of destructive activities. Fortunately commonsense and an understanding of ‘heritage’ prevailed and, despite the pressures and vested interests, these areas were preserved – and continue to be enjoyed by millions. The value of preservation with long-term goals prevailed over short-sighted and short-term monetary gain. We should espouse similar values and preserve intact our own unspoilt heritage for future generations; just as envisioned by Arkaroola’s founder Reg Sprigg. If mining is allowed, I cannot see how this fragile area can be preserved given the record of the mining company involved, a company that Premier Rann referred to as "cowboys".
I urge you to:

· Reconsider the Proposed Management Zones for the North Eastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document Seeking a Balance.

· Strengthen existing Class A Environmental standards rather than create new legislation.

· Act in moderation and withdraw the Management Zoning proposals mooted in Seeking a Balance. Preserve the quality of the landscape of Arkaroola as it is – do not diminish protection of some spectacular areas, including Sillers Lookout, by re-zoning them as Access 3 areas available for standard exploration and mining activities
· Protect the integrity of Arkaroola’s permanent surface waters and underground aquifers and protect them from overuse and contamination – water is integral to the survival of the Arkaroola’s wildlife in this harsh environment  
I am totally against mining at Arkaroola and I ask you to protect our heritage there. Please do not allow Arkaroola to be despoiled – do not allow mining in one of the world’s most important cultural, geographic and spectacular mountain landscapes – take a long term view rather than bowing to the pressure of short term greed.
Yours sincerely, John Stirling
(personal contact details deleted)
