From: Penny Anderson (personal contact details deleted)

Sent: Friday, 29 January 2010 9:05 AM
To: Tyne, Ted (PIRSA); Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary
Dear Dr Tyne and Mr Irving,

I can only start this email by letting you know how horrified I was to hear that the government would consider allowing mining to take place in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, one of the most spectacular untouched regions of not only South Australia but all of Australia.

By way of background Bill Peach Journeys is a luxury tour operator who has operated itineraries through outback Australia for the past 28 years.  Bill Peach was the presenter of the ABC's ground breaking current affairs program "This Day Tonight", as  well as his "Peachs Australia" documentary series. He made 27 programs in 2 years, filming in every part of Australia. The ABC estimated that Bill and his team travelled the equivalent of 5 times around the world without leaving Australia. Bill probably added another 5 times around the world while making his other programs "Holiday with Bill Peach", "Peach's Australian Cities", "Peach's Gold" and "The Explorers". But in 1984 he exchanged the ABC's battered 4 wheel drive vehicles for a more salubrious mode of transport - the F27 Fokker Friendship plane. Twenty-five years later, as the host of Bill Peach Journeys, Bill has taken many travellers on trips of many thousand kilometres in Australia and overseas. He has also written ten books on Australian history, as well as many magazine stories and newspaper columns. He has received many awards including a special Logie for Outstanding Personal Contribution to Australian Television and has been awarded the Order of Australia (AM) for his services to Australian media and tourism.

I have personally had the opportunity to represent Bill Peach Journeys for the past 11 years and travel extensively throughout Australia for the purpose of research and development of our product.  Approximately nine years ago I had the opportunity to travel to Arkaroola and a new relationship was formed between our two organisations.  Since then we have introduced many many of our clients not only to Arkaroola but to other destinations within South Australia.  (All our programmes are extended 9 – 12 day tours).  One of our most popular itineraries is Flinders Rangers and Beyond, this itinerary visits Adelaide, Coober Pedy, William Creek, lake Eyre Arkaroola, Parachilna, Murray River, Barossa and last year we introduced Victor Harbour, the main reason for visiting Arkaroola is the untouched wilderness experience it offers to our clients.  We not only see it from the ground, we also provide an aerial prospective.  If this mining proposal does go ahead I feel the clients’ experience will be affected and we would have to strongly consider cancelling this programme all together, a decision which will affect the other destinations.  

I am not against mining however I do believe if mining is approved in the Arkaroola Wilderness Region you will not only be impacting the environment, it will also have a devastating effect on tourism to the Flinders Rangers and beyond.
Yours sincerely

Penny Veros-Anderson

Operations and Product Development Manager
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