

From: Wendy Speck [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Tuesday, 1 December 2009 10:16 AM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au
Subject: DONT MINE ARKAROOLA WILDERNESS SANCTUARY
ARKAROOLA IS TOO PRECIOUS TO MINE

I spent the first ten years of my life growing up in the beautiful and unique landscape of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.  I am totally appalled that the government, who professes to care about conservation, is obviously now just “going through the motions” before going ahead on their own agenda of disregarding what the people want in order to MAKE MONEY!!

Once this precious skyline has been destroyed – it is gone for ever.

After every little part of protecting native vegetation and rare and endangered species on Arkaroola has been thought out and achieved brilliantly by The Spriggs so well – even to the point that amongst their many awards Arkaroola are now in the South Australian

Tourism Commission’s Hall of Fame…………..HOW CAN THE GOVERNMENT ALLOW THIS TO BE ALL DESTROYED!!!!!!

MINING AND CONSERVATION CAN NOT EVER BALANCE TOGETHER……….. MINING DESTROYS CONSERVATION
These people in government should go to Arkaroola and spend a week – go on all the tours – take the scenic flights – see what Arkaroola is REALLY like…….. don’t make your decisions’ sitting behind a desk in a city.  Once you have experienced Arkaroola you will understand why it is so unique and should never be destroyed.  Is there NOTHING on this earth that money can not buy!!?? 

I have read the government brochure – and now need questions answered as a result………

· As tourism and conservation are the principal land uses in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, why were no values attributed to tourism assets and services, given that they are likely to be seriously impacted should mining be approved in the future? 
· What other criteria were used to determine Landscape Quality? 
· Why is the endangered endemic, Acacia araneosa, which is found nowhere else in the world, and covers only ten square kilometers,not afforded full protection in the new management framework? 
· Why do proposed Management Zones provide no connectivity between areas of known Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby habitat? In particular, why has only the north-eastern side and floor of East Painter Gorge, an important area for yellowfoots, been given some level of protection, whilst the south-western side of the gorge has been designated as an Access Zone 3? 
· Why has the government chosen not to support landscape scale conservation on a property that has been managed for conservation for four decades, has no replicates anywhere else in the state, and is owned and managed by people deeply committed to private sector biodiversity stewardship? 
Marathon Resources advised that it would require 5·5 million litres a day for processing activities should a mining application be approved in the future. Any approval to extract this measure of water from the region would contravene the government’s own targets and prescriptions around the sustainable use of water resources. It is critical that ecosystems under stress retain their water resources.

· Given their importance why were Arkaroola’s permanent surface waters not identified, mapped and afforded the highest level of protection? 
· Why did the government not strengthen existing Environmental Class A zoning to provide a higher level of protection for Arkaroola’s core environmental and landscape assets? 
· Why has the government actually diminished protection of some spectacular areas, including Sillers Lookout, by re-zoning them as Access 3 areas available for standard exploration and mining activities? 
· Exploration and mining has the potential to seriously damage Arkaroola’s tourism business. Is it not a disingenuous government that applauds its founder for his great contribution to the state of South Australia, yet fails to adequately protect the sanctuary he created? 
Wendy Speck

(personal contact details deleted)
