 



From: Kylie Jarrett (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Monday, 18 January 2010 9:46 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Brief submission for the 'Seeking a balance' policy document
Dear Mr. Irving,

 

I am writing to express my view regarding the document open to public consultation entitled 'Seeking a balance : conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges.'

 

Firstly, I am grateful to Hon Jay Weatherhill for replying to my 14 September 2009 email expressing my concern about the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.  I have perused the policy document, particularly the proposed management zones and conditions on pages 14-16.  I appreciate how the document shows the areas of the highest wilderness values as being protected, and I am not against mining in general.  I am a keen bushwalker and visitor to the Northern Flinders Ranges, having experienced this environment and gained an understanding of its fragile nature.  I have also studied Ecotourism at Monash University.  Therefore it concerns me that a large amount of the Arkaroola Area would become 'Access Zone 3: Standard exploration and mining access', plus zones where lower impact exploration would be allowed.

 

To quote from page 3 of the policy document, "Much of the Northern Flinders Ranges lies within the Development Plan's Environmental Class A Zone.  The prime objectives of the Environmental Class A Zone seek to conserve the natural character and environment of the area and to protect the landscape from damage by mining operations and exploring for new resources."  

 

Coupled with this quote, I would like to highlight the following from the Development Act, which states: 'Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation considerations may be overriden', that 'exploitation of the deposits is in the National or State interest' and that 'investigations have shown that alternative deposits are not available on other land in the locality...'

 

In my view, it is risky to introduce new zoning legislation where present mining techniques can cause environmental and cultural damage, and become a scar on the landscape.  Having carefully looked at this issue, I strongly recommend this wilderness area must be protected for its biodiversity and geological significance, for sustainable ecotourism and for future generations.  I recommend that Class A Zoning needs to be recognised and the entire Arkaroola area be protected.

 

Thank you for considering the concerns in my email.

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Kylie Jarrett

----------------------------
(personal contact details deleted)
 

 

