

From: (personal contact details deleted) [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Friday, 15 January 2010 11:47 AM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Subject: 
	Jason and Ted,

Thank you for inviting comment on the document titled “Seeking a Balance – Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges”.

I actually read this document with some alarm, considering what we (as a family) consider the extremely high conservation and tourism value of the northern Flinders Ranges. Also, the environmental, tourism and other aspects appear to be well protected under the current regulatory regime, why the change?

The potential that further mineral exploration, or for the mining, of this area is an action I would consider ridiculous, unthinkable and unimaginable.

In terms of tourism potential, I would consider this area to be of equal or greater value than the Kings Canyon and Kakadu areas of Northern Australia. 

As a family we visited this area for the first time in September 2009, having previously travelled extensively in the southern Flinders Ranges and having completed a family trip through Australia.

We were fascinated by the landscapes, the wildlife, the geology and the wide expanses of terrain. 

The point that most stood out to us was the efforts made by the owners of the pastoral lease in removing stock and vermin from the land to have the land be almost representative of original Australian conditions pre European settlement.

The environment is harsh as evidenced by there being relatively little rainfall and water and the distances to travel to the area require a significant investment in time.

Being city based we consider ourselves spoilt in knowing we can visit such an area and know there will be little change to the landscape, the wildlife or the geology in between our rather infrequent visits. We would like to know that in 5 or 10 years time when we revisit we will again be spoilt with a relatively unchanged landscape to enjoy.

In regards to mineral wealth, the area is very well known, both historically and in more recent times. Being a geologist myself, the area is very well known and the urge to visit at some point in time ingrained during my university studies.

There has been historical mineral exploration in the region and there is evidence of historical mining activities throughout the area. By and large these historical activities have had a minimal disturbance on the area. I’d qualify this by suggesting the larger scale mineral exploration activities of most recent and during the 60s 70s have had a significant impact on the area as the exploration techniques have been far more intensive and have not relied so much upon the harsh natural climate (ie not being forced out due to lack of water or due to heat). The more recent mining activity impacts are identified through the cutting of criss crossing roads across the area and construction of drill rig pads. 

The recent inappropriate disposal of samples is an example of poor environmental practices of the recent mineral exploration lease holder, Marathon Resources.  Within urbanised areas such occurrences seem miniscule and pose little or no risk, however, within an environment such as the Northern Flinders Ranges the impacts are magnified. This is an example where human nature will, either deliberately or unintentionally, find a way of destroying the natural beauty of an area, no matter how stringent environmental or other controls have been applied. 

As well as the mineralogical highlights of the area, the area is also seen as providing the evidence of the commencement of life on earth. The fossil record is brilliant and can’t be replicated in a museum.

Part of the study indicates that “icon sites” were to be identified. For the Flinders Ranges, I don’t think this can be done as it is the “whole” of the Flinders Ranges that deserves “icon” status. There are the towering cliffs, the trees clinging to the sides of rock faces and undulating slopes, the tiny water holes as the only sources of water for kilometres, rock strewn gullies that occasionally run with flood waters, the opportunity to drive across miles and miles of “desert” country where the chance of meeting a fellow traveller is remote, the chances to walk for days without seeing another human, and the list goes on.

In conclusion, there are many reasons to preserve this area for tourism, environmental, geological, paleontological reasons. We consider these so far out weigh the mineral prospectively or mineral “wealth” prospects’ of the area to consider the idea or concept of mining in the Northern Flinders Ranges to be ridiculous and to be another short sighted political decision.


Our recommendation is that the exisiting Development Plan's Environmental Class A Zone be extended to incorporate the entire Northern Flinders Ranges area to effectively remove the potential for this area to be mined, or for further large scale exploration to be conducted.

I’m happy to discuss any of the points above and would like to be included on any updates to this particular issue.

Regards

Luke Cattlin and family




