-----Original Message-----

From: Martin Round (personal contact details deleted)

Sent: Tuesday, 26 January 2010 12:49 AM

To: Irving, Jason (DEH)

Subject: Seeking a Balance - No mining in Arkaroola 

Dear Mr Irving

Re: Seeking a Balance

I am disappointed to see that the Rann Government is now seeking to allow mining exploration in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary In Northern South Australia. This blatant preference for economic gain over Environment and Heritage is becoming an all to common occurrence in this state. We are a small state and are limited by our natural environmental conditions. The unfortunate reality is that we can not grow our population or economy because we live in a desert. This state already has several mines producing much wealth, this is already tipping the balance! We do not need to go further down this path.

There is the possibility in the near future that the Olympic Dam mine will go to open cut to access the abundant untapped ore body of uranium, copper and silver. This in itself will place an undue stress on our outback environment. I have worked in Andamooka (30km from Olympic Dam) as a builder and architect and seen the strain this sort of exploration and extraction puts on the environment! I cannot imagine this sort of infrastructure being blazed through the Arkaroola region.

Are we destined to keep growing? Look at Western Australia, massive mining operations bringing great wealth but at an actual cost to environmental quality. Our state is drying up, we are flogging a dead horse, growth is not possible.

I urge those in positions of power to consider a future for this state not based on needlessly opening up our wilderness to mining but on stabilizing population and developing innovation in ways of living.  

Mining is a quick grab, we need answers for the long term. Base our states economy on dealing with the inevitable changes we face.

This is a general submission of protest, there are many more specific details of unique landscape, flora and fauna in this northern Flinders Region which seem to me so blindingly obvious that they need no mention. I do not support further mining in this state particularly not in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary!

Yours Sincerely

Martin Round

Director, The Side Project Pty Ltd

Architecture and Construction

