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Mr. Jason Irving 
Manager Policy and Planning

Department for Environment and Heritage

jason.irving.sa.gov.au

Dear Mr. Irving,

I am totally opposed to mining in any form in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

The outback of Australia is such a fragile environment and after visiting Arkaroola a number of times I have been amazed at the foresight of the Sprigg family to keep this wonderful area a sanctuary not only because of the special geological formations which abound, but also the endemic flora and fauna. To mine this environment would be a tragedy for South Australia’s future and one we can prevent by the government merely changing the zoning. .
A haven for geologists and nature lovers would be lost for the future. No none who has travelled the roads to Sillers Lookout and marveled at the rugged beauty of the area from this view could be unaffected by the thought that it may be leveled by miners! Having walked through the creek beds and through the area near Mt Gee which would also be effected I am astonished and enraged to think that the government would actually consider mining in this area. I know mining has economic value but surely the environment must also be considered especially when it is so extraordinary.  
The tranquility of the area would be totally shattered. The infrastructure required to mine such a difficult terrain would necessitate destroying much of the environment surrounding the areas which Marathon Mining proposes to mine. Hugely increasing the traffic would have an incredible impact. The noise, rubbish and water pollution alone created by the actual mining is enough without the thought of all the mining traffic. Where will the 5 million litres of water required a day come from and what will be the costs to the environment? Marathon Resources have already been prepared to desecrate the area with radioactive waste in the past what will they do if given actual mining permission? The answer is no mining is acceptable in this area. 
South Australians have an opportunity to preserve species of plants and animals which are endemic to the area by preventing mining. If mining goes ahead the likelihood is that more species will become extinct or endangered. How special are the rock wallabies that people come to see? How many will remain when their quiet, tranquil habitat is destroyed by mining? It would be tragedy for the future if the habitat of the areas endemic species were to be destroyed.
I therefore strongly recommend that all Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary be made a Zone 1: No Access area so that it remains untouched for future generations to enjoy.
Barbara Cooper 
