 



From: Bruce Nicholson (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Thursday, 10 December 2009 12:51 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Cc: (personal contact details deleted)
Subject: Seeking a Balance for Mining in Arkaroola
Dear Jason


I wish to advise you that I am opposed to the new regulatory framework which is proposed in the State Government’s Seeking a Balance Report. In particular the proposal for Environmental Class A provisions to be re-zoned for standard exploration and mining activities is unacceptable.


Arkaroola is an area of high conservation value in South Australia. Arkaroola is now known as Arkaroola Wilderness  Sanctuary, with official sanctuary status under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 
 
I am also very concerned about the intended water use for proposed mining activities. The existing government surface water and ground water monitoring program within the region is inadequate for the determination of available resources and its variability. Many of the monitoring sites have been closed over the years and therefore continuous historical datasets are now unavailable. The water resources throughout the region are already at risk and this should not be compromised further.  
 

I believe that Arkaroola’s water needs to be given the highest level of protection and that the Flinders Ranges and the Gammon Ranges should be a no-go zone for mining and other activities which will risk the ecology and water resources of the region.

The report “Seeking a Balance” is inconsistent with other natural resource management policies. For the Flinders and Gammon Ranges Regions a balance between ecology and mining should not even be considered. To think that the Government would even consider mining in a “balanced” way within the Region provides me with little confidence in its conservation policies and certainly its resolve. I will be keeping a watch on this issue and will vote accordingly at the next election.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Bruce Nicholson
(personal contact details deleted)
