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Dr Ted Tyne

Director, Mineral Resources

Primary Industries & Resources SA

GPO Box 1671

Adelaide SA 5001

4th December 2009
Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving

I am writing in response to the document titled Seeking a Balance, about the proposed management zones in the northeastern Flinders Ranges. 

I am pro-mining and very much appreciate the value of mining as an economic benefit to South Australia, however only when it is not at the expense of other important industries and the balance of ecological systems.

The regions being indicated in the document are of great significance and should be better protected, not opened up for possible consideration for mining. 

The areas of concern in the Gammon Ranges and Arkaroola regions, aside from representing the most outstanding and world class natural landscapes and wildlife, are of deep significance to cultural groups including the adnyamantha and descendents of pioneers, and of lasting value to South Australians and tourists through its natural, rugged and UNSPOILED beauty. 

I am a resident of Quorn South Australia and I have grown up in the Flinders Ranges, often travelling north to Arkaroola and the Gammon Ranges. Over recent decades this area has really suffered due to drought, yet it remains a truly impressive landscape and an important and unique ecology. 

The Flinders Ranges is justifiably described as a geologists paradise and naturally it is of interest to mining operations, however it is also a cultural and natural paradise and if the mining has its way, there will NOT be a balance, despite the ironically tourism-pretty overtones of the "Seeking a Balance" document. 

The mining industry in particular the mining operations interested in this region have extremely poor records for their protection of sacred sites and of the natural heritage. Whilst mining has economic benefits it would be far better to see operation constrained to areas where the environmental impact is not going to degrade wilderness, cultural and tourism sites that should be preserved for future generations. 

Mining operations are bigger than the holes they dig in the ground, they use vast quantities of water and create damage through the transport and other infrastructure established for their operations. South Australia does not benefit from the destruction caused by these processes, and we can only afford to tolerate this in regions where the ecological and cultural impact is negligible. This does not apply to the Northern and Northeastern Flinders Ranges which are demonstrably of world heritage class and deep value. It could be said that the existing mining operations elsewhere in South Australia are putting more pressure on the environment than it can sustain, and this could be seen to already be impacting the areas in question in a negative way. However the environmental problems I am concerned about elsewhere (eg desalination plants for BHP in the Spencers Gulf, use of artesian water etc) are environmental disasters that are not the subject of this letter. I am merely pointing out that they do have an impact on this region as well and that further interference should not be permitted. 

I strongly urge you to reconsider the Proposed Management Zones for the northeastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges.

The Development Act says that Mining Operations should not take place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other environment heritage or conservation considerations may be overridden. This is not acceptable. There is no circumstance that should allow the entry of mining operations into an area of this ecological sensitivity or of permanent value in tourism and cultural interests.

The regions proposed for Access 2B suggest that some exploration may be undertaken and submissions for mining undertaken on a case by case basis. 

I am strongly opposed to exploration in these zone, as mining is completely undesirable and the mere presence of exploration which leads to a find will only lead to trouble from mines who wish to pursue their goals, requiring the public to have to waste their own time to protect this environment. We should not be put in the position of having to protect this environment in the first place.

Mining in these "Access 2B zones" in particular is problematic, due to access, terrain, lack of water and lack of resources. No mining can take place in these zones without causing damage or disruption to the environment and ecology, which will also be visible to tourists and will cause lasting if not irrepairable damage to sites and cultural industries. Therefore I am strongly opposed to allowing the mineral exploration in the first place. 

I agree with the proposal made by others, that it would be better to strengthen the existing Class A Environmental standards rather than bringing in a whole new raft of legislation.

Please withdraw the Management Zoning proposals mooted in Seeking a Balance.

Yours sincerely,

Cindi Drennan
(personal contact details deleted)
