 



From: Ross Christian (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Monday, 11 January 2010 5:15 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Subject: Proposed mining at Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary
Dear Ted and Jason, 

I write with reference to the proposed uranium mining within the bounds of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. I am extremely concerned that should mining proceed, the environmental impact will result in an irreversible negative impact. Not just for Arkaroola, but the entire Flinders Ranges. 

I consider myself pro-mining and am all for economic benefit for the State of South Australia, but not at any cost! I enjoy bushwalking, camping and nature and I have visited the beautiful, stunning and quite magnificent Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary many times and am horrified the government has even considered mining activities in this environment. 

Have you explored the area yourself?

The Development Act says “Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation considerations may be overridden” and that “exploitation of the deposits is in the National or State interest” and that “investigations have show that alternative deposits are not available on other land in the locality...”

To quote 'Seeking a Balance' itself “much of the Northern Flinders Ranges lies within the Development Plan’s Environmental Class A Zone. The prime objectives of the Environmental Class A Zone seek to conserve the natural character and environment of the area and to protect the landscape from damage by mining operations and exploring for new resources.”

Why is Arkaroola Wildlife Sanctuary as a whole not considered to be of significant environmental and heritage value to the state with high conservation value? Why hasn’t the government strengthened existing Environmental Class A zoning to provide a higher level of protection for Arkaroola?

The protection afforded by the proposals contained in the Seeking a Balance document does not go far enough to protect the world-renowned Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

I am totally opposed to any mining activities on Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary for not only the implications it will have on the park, those who have built their lives around it and the tourists who enjoy it, but also for the greater threat to surrounding environment and future economic impacts.

I urge you to strengthening the existing South Australian Development Act and increase protection for these areas of environment, heritage and conservation significance.

Regards,

Ross Christian

 

