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Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning

Dept for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047

Adelaide SA 5001

5 January 2010

Dear Mr Irving
Seeking a Balance

| am writing to express some concerns which the board of Flinders Ranges Outback South

Australia Tourism (FROSAT) has with the draft version of Seeking a Balance.

FROSAT is the regional tourism organisation and the board is appointed by the Minister
for Tourism. Our concern is for the advancement of tourism in our region within a policy
framework of sustainability for communities and the environment.

| would make the following key points about the draft document:

e FROSAT generally believes that mining and tourism can co-exist amicably in many contexts. Operating

mines can be tourism attractions and heritage mining sites attract visitors in areas such as Blinman. So

FROSAT does not view mining and tourism as of themselves antithetical.

However, the Northern Flinders Ranges are one place where the interface between the two needs to

be carefully managed. This is for reasons contained in part in Seeking a Balance and in part in

comments on the draft made by conservationists and tourism industry members.

Reg Sprigg recognised the ecological and geological significance of Arkaroola when he purchased

Arkaroola in 1968. His vision then was to set up a sanctuary to get rid of sheep and ferals. Since then
the Environmental Zone A rating for an area, which includes the Arkaroola Wildlife Sanctuary, has

provided reasonable protection for the tourism operations of the Sanctuary.

e To state that the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park already protects many high landscape

and environmental values fails to recognise the commitment and effort from a private operator that
predated the establishment of the National Park. The Sprigg family, effectively, have been Australian
pioneers of what is now commonly called ecotourism — tourism which sensitively interacts with and
promotes awareness of the natural environment. In fact, they have been the recipients of ecotourism

awards and QANTAS Sustainable tourism awards for the last couple of years.

e FROSAT is concerned that the draft document now proposes a considerable reduction in the ability of

the Arkaroola Sanctuary to keep the balance. The proposals will allow mining activities in areas now

preserved from them.
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In general, FROSAT believes that Seeking a Balance does not in fact balance the interests
of mining and ecotourism. The document will tilt the balance strongly towards mining and
to the detriment for many years of one of the most stable employment generators in the

Northern Flinders Ranges.

Further, this shift comes just as the region’s tourism industry has secured the Flinders
Ranges the status of a National Landscape. The National Landscapes initiative is a
partnership between Parks Australia and Tourism Australia. It is designed to market the
top 15 world-class destinations in Australia to international experience seekers. The
Flinders Ranges is part of this exclusive club and is already benefiting from the increased

exposure. Arkaroola has been a strong card in the hand it has played in staking its claim
to Landscape status. It goes without saying that FROSAT, which has strongly participated

in the National Landscape project, does not want this claim weakened.

The final matter of concern is that the document is almost silent on the values which the
Adnyamathanha people hold for the areas under review. FROSAT would wish to see any
final version of Seeking a Balance accommodating Adnyamathanha perspectives on the
significance of sites and areas within the area covered by the review.

In summary: FROSAT urges a substantial redrafting of Seeking a Balance to ensure that
the interests of the long-established tourism industry in the Northern Flinders Ranges are

better protected as mining activity increases there. The simplest way of achieving this
would be for the area covered by Access Zone 1 to be considerably expanded to include

key ecotourism activity areas within the Northern Flinders Ranges.

Yours sincerely

Julie Smith
Chair
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