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SUBJECT:
Response to “Seeking a Balance” and proposed Management Policies and Access   

                        Zones specifically in reference to affects on the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary  

Dear Dr. Tyne and Mr. Irving,

I herewith submit my unreserved opposition to the proposals offered in the document “Seeking a Balance; Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges”. I am utterly disappointed that this document has failed to either realistically or plausibly address the very core of resultant adverse consequences that will arise due to any Mining activity in the region encompassing the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. 

You have undoubtedly, to date, received numerous submissions of protest or opposition to any Mining activities within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary – many of whom are (as I am fully aware) submitted by very learned people.  I also surmise that a large number of submissions are from people who are “merely” Tourists whose experiences at Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary can barely be surpassed by any other destination that their travels may include.

Certainly, as will always occur, there will be detractors whose travel experiences have not fulfilled their modest and ill-informed expectations just as there will be detractors whose primary concerns are driven by greed for monetary gain, no matter what destructive consequences may eventuate nor the length of time wherein the monetary gain can continue to be realised.  

The document “Seeking a Balance” appears to demonstrate supportiveness for misrepresentation, data inadequacies, inaccuracies and discriminatory information and this is evidenced in:

1. The Proposed Management Zones map and the proffered Access Zone categories.  

The mapped Access Zones indicate the very real potential for irreparably fracturing and  destroying the very vulnerable Biodiversity of the region. 


            Animals and plants do not adhere to man-made boundaries and in the case of very unique 

            and threatened species, any such restrictions will not be nurturing their continued existence 

            or proliferation. Notwithstanding the dire consequences that will result from a gross 

            depletion of the extremely scarce and oft-times seasonal resource of water due to Mining   

            activities.

2. Claiming to consider the Landscape Quality as a co-determining factor in devising the Access Zone restrictions.  
The study or Survey undertaken by The Department of Environment and Heritage, to ascertain a quantifiable determination of Landscape Quality was grossly flawed and misleading with incomplete data accumulation due to discriminatory methodology and survey accessibility.  If the methodology used in this survey was to be used in any Research Study of a medical or pharmaceutical product, procedure or treatment, the resultant data and findings would be inadmissible. The Study would be deemed Void!  

3. The lack of importance and respect given to the Cultural Heritage of the region, especially to that of the indigenous people of the region – the Adnyamathanha people.  The Dreaming stories of Creation that substantially refer to the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region are of equivalent importance and relevance as those stories that pertain to the region of the Vulkathuna-Gammon Ranges National Park and to the Nantawarrina Indigenous Protection Area.  They are in fact the same!  The adult Adnyamathanha people are already seriously concerned about the loss of their traditions and culture amongst the younger and future generations of their people.  Surely it is a Government’s responsibility, both ethically and respectfully, to support and nurture their endeavours?  

The importance of the European Heritage of the region is also minimised.  Mining activities have occurred in the region since the mid-1800’s as evidenced by the many disused mines throughout the region.  None of these mines demonstrated sustainability beyond several years due to the extreme remoteness, very difficult accessibility to the region, and the all too often fatal impact of a profound scarcity of water and the impact of protracted periods of drought.  Infrastructure was of course much less advanced than what is available in today’s technologically advanced world but naturally occurring denominators continue to indicate the same risks evidenced many decades ago.  Surely these factors are worthy of consideration! 

4. An indifference toward the importance of Tourism in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region.

Minimising the importance of Tourism in the area is evidenced by the unsympathetic distribution of the Access Zones as per the proposed Management Policies of the region.  The annual tourist statistics reflect that the region is of significant importance for the continued viability and sustainability of the tourist services provided by the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. As a tourist destination for many thousands of visitors annually, the owners also provide an educational platform for academics, students and tourists alike.  The region is rich in 2 Billion years of information that cannot be obtained merely from textbooks, Tourism Brochures or the Internet. The Sanctuary, since its inception by Reg and Griselda Sprigg in 1967, has excelled in the development and provision of a vast treasure of experiences and knowledge.  This achievement cannot be quantified merely by ad hoc Surveys that are discriminatory in the first instance.

5. The lack of emphasis given to the Geological “treasure trove” that has been “gathered” over a period of 2 Billion years.  
The “redistribution” of “items” of such unique geological importance and relevance as is present throughout the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region (and not restricted to the mapped and categorised Access Zones being recommended) will irreparably diminish the overall value of the region.  The geological importance of the region is priceless and provides a monumental footprint of the Earth as it has developed.  The enormity of the geological significance of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region in its entirety is greater than the sum of the individual smaller and fractured regions proposed in the “Seeking a Balance” document.  

Furthermore, I find it difficult to reconcile that the areas of interest presented in “Seeking a Balance” correspond with the exploration area within which Marathon Resources Limited has been granted a renewed lease for further exploration by the current South Australian State Government.  I propose that this appears to demonstrate a distinct conflict of interest.  

My interpretation of the aforementioned document is, therefore, that “Seeking a Balance” and the Management Policies that it espouses, is possibly a further legitimisation and acceptance of the previous heinous behaviour of Marathon Resources Limited during their Mining activities in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary in recent times.  

A renewal of their previously suspended Exploration Lease of the Arkaroola region suggests the possibility that “Seeking a Balance” and an invitation to submit a written opinion for consideration by both the Department for Environment and Heritage and the Department for Primary Industries and Resources South Australia prior to final Policy validation, may be a misdirectional ploy to disguise the already pre-determined escalation of Mining activities in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region.  

 I truly hope that my suspicions, as mentioned in the latter paragraph, are unfounded.

I urge you, respectfully, to further reinforce the existing Planning Act of 1993 (where referenced to the Northern Flinders Ranges) to ensure the total exclusion of, without any exemption, all Mining activities in the area encompassing Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary to further protect this very fragile and unique region.  

Furthermore, there are already enough Uranium mines operating or soon to be operating in South Australia.  Let us not allow ourselves to be too greedy.

Yours sincerely,
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Mrs Karin Oswald

(personal contact details deleted)
