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Submission from the South Australian Tourism Industry Council (SATIC)

Dear Jason,

The South Australian Tourism Industry Council (SATIC) is the peak body for the tourism industry in South Australia representing over 600 members, with 52 located within the Flinders Ranges and Outback region.

SATIC recognises the economic benefit of mining to South Australia. However the tourism industry also provides a significant economic contribution to the State, generating over $4.6 billion in expenditure and employing over 28 thousand people. It is imperative that our key tourism destinations are protected. 

The “Seeking a Balance” document significantly undervalues the importance of the Flinders Ranges to South Australian tourism. It fails to provide a level of detail on the impact of mining activity on a spectacular and unique landscape, which is of enormous tourism value to South Australia and is intrinsic to our tourism identity 

“Seeking a Balance’ fundamentally lacks clarity and disclosure. The use of ambiguous terminology such as “stringent”, “temporary”, “low impact” and “minimal” within the zoning and conditions section of the document are a concern. 

In relation to the public survey ranking landscape values based on selected images of landscapes. Dr David Lothian in his own PHD “Landscape Quality Assessment of South Australia” written  in 2000, identified the Flinders Ranges as an area of high landscape quality.

“The Elders, Moralana, Wilpena Pound and Heysen Range rated 8 and the Gammons – Arkaroola rated 7. Other high ranges rated 6. The areas of the Flinders Ranges which rated 8 were the highest rated inland area in South Australia”. 

Dr David Lothian also wrote “The Flinders Ranges present a unique landscape, one which resonates closely with Australians and South Australians in particular. 
The Flinders Ranges have also been acknowledged as having significant tourism appeal in world terms. Tourism Australia has declared the Flinders Ranges one of Australia’s 15 unique iconic landscapes under the “National Landscapes” initiative, a partnership between Tourism Australia and Parks Australia to market Australia's world-class nature based visitor experiences. 
The vast landscape, biodiversity and cultural heritage of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is critical to the Flinders Ranges as a National Landscape. The unrealistic fragmented zoning of mining activity detailed in “Seeking the Balance” works against the wilderness brand. This Wilderness Sanctuary should remain completely protected, any dissection of the Sanctuary would compromise the claim of the Flinders Ranges to remain on Australia’s most exclusive list of inspirational destinations and damage the positioning and realisation of South Australia as a legitimate world class nature based eco-tourism destination. 
Mining exploration and activity is incompatible with credible nature based tourism, if the mining activities put forward in the “Seeking a Balance” proposal were to become reality, it would do serious damage to the tourism industry in the Northern Flinders Ranges and South Australia.

Yours sincerely,
Ward Tilbrook 




Duncan Mackenzie OAM

Executive Officer 



Chairman

(personal contact details deleted)






