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Sent by email to      
Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving
 
I am writing to you to request that you reconsider the Proposed Management Zones for the north eastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document Seeking a Balance.
 
I believe a balance is needed between the environment and mining but do not believe that mining should be allowed at Arkaroola due to its unique nature.
 
Last year we recently visited Arkaroola and the Gammon Ranges National Park. In the Park we read about the Government blocking the transfer of a lease in Weetootla Gorge – in this case the South Australian Government recognised the unique natural environment of this region and made an appropriate decision to balance mining and environmental needs.
 
We believe that the Government of South Australia need to show the same courage as they did in 2000 and prevent any further mining or exploration in the Arkaroola sanctuary for the same reasons as were the basis of the decision in 2000.
 
My family and many friends enjoy annual trips to Arkaroola and the Gammon Ranges where we enjoy bushwalking, camping and nature.
 
On our recent visit in 2008 whilst on tour we witnessed the illegal dumping of mine tailings in the Arkaroola sanctuary – such practices do not demonstrate the high ethical standards that the mining industry should be held to in such precious regions.
 
We have also taken the exciting four wheel drive Ridgetop Tour through this area, much of which, under the proposed zoning would become Access Zone 3: for Standard exploration and mining access.
 
It is my belief that this environmentally fragile region, which is currently suffering under more than a decade of drought, at least in the foreseeable future, would be irreparably damaged by current mining and exploration techniques. Many species are under considerable threat to their survival, and additional pressure could be catastrophic for them particularly given global warming.
 
To quote 'Seeking a Balance' itself ‐ 'much of the Northern Flinders Ranges lies within the Development Plan’s Environmental Class A Zone. The prime objectives of the Environmental Class A Zone seek to conserve the natural character and environment of the area and to protect the landscape from damage by mining operations and exploring for new resources.'
 
I believe it would be better to strengthen the existing Class A Environmental
standards rather than bringing in a whole new raft of legislation. The Development Act says ‘Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation considerations may be overridden’ and that ‘exploitation of the deposits is in the National or State interest’ and that ‘investigations have show that alternative deposits are not available on
other land in the locality..’
 
I believe it is pointless and dangerous to risk the introduction of new legislation when the current simply needs minor modification. 
 
Present techniques are too risky and likely to cause environmental, cultural, tourism and/or other damage and will be a blight on the landscape for decades to come.
 
Please follow the advice of moderation and withdraw the Management Zoning
proposals mooted in Seeking a Balance.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 
 
Stephen Venn

(personal contact details deleted)
