From: Wendy [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Friday, 29 January 2010 12:16 PM
To: heysen@parliament.sa.gov.au; senator.wong@aph.gov.au; Senator.Xenophon@aph.gov.au; MINIR:Minister Wright; flinders.portlincoln@parliament.sa.gov.au; Minister Weatherill; colton@parliament.sa.gov.au; adelaide@parliament.sa.gov.au; ptadelaide@parliament.sa.gov.au; caroline.schaefer@parliament.sa.gov.au; john.dawkins@parliament.sa.gov.au; Bob.Sneath@parliament.sa.gov.au; terry.stephens@parliament.sa.gov.au; Michelle.Lensink@parliament.sa.gov.au; Stephen.Wade@parliament.sa.gov.au; david.ridgway@parliament.sa.gov.au; mackillop@parliament.sa.gov.au
Subject: Governments 'Seeking a Balance' Document RE Northern Flinders Rangers mining
Dear Minister

RE: Northern Flinders Ranges Project – “Seeking a Balance” Land Management/Mining Proposal for ARKAROOLA WILDERNESS SANCTUARY

The Government produced “Seeking a Balance” Document is in DIRECT opposition of the Governments own Department of Environment and Heritage’s program – “Bouceback”

To quote from the DEH website:……..

“Bounceback

Bounceback is a major, South Australian government-led conservation program aiming to protect and restore the semi-arid environments of the Flinders, Gawler and Olary Ranges of South Australia. The program includes a broad range of conservation and threat abatement activities across a range of landholdings

The majority of project work in this cell has occurred in the Central and Northern Flinders Ranges from the Flinders Ranges National Park through to Arkaroola Sanctuary…”

The Bounceback program evolved comprising the following broad aims:

· Link efforts to conserve and enhance biodiversity across the region; 
· Restore the natural ecological processes across the region, with particular focus on core areas including pastoral properties 
· Remove the major threats to biodiversity and ecological integrity in the region; 
· Develop and demonstrate a best-practice model of ecological management.” 
It is plainly ridiculous for the South Australian Government to profess in their Seeking a Balance Document that they are protecting and restoring land in the Flinders …………. And then in the same breath – say they will allow it to be mined!!

IS THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTING TO HOLD ANY CREDIBILITY WHEN TELLING US TO BELIEVE BLACK IS WHITE??

The Governments Seeking a Balance document is also completely missing is a map explaining areas where endangered and/or threatened species live? This has utterly puzzled and confounded me!

         How do you draw maps defining zones with varying degrees of protection when a map of protected and endangered species is missing?

         Not only is such a map absolutely essential, it should also be flanked by a map outlining endangered and threatened species over time. 

         Understanding the process of decline and (possible) protection and support in a wilderness area is indispensable knowledge, alas totally missing in your document. 

Seeking a Balance is completely missing is a map outlining the value of Arkaroola/Mt.Painter’s revegetation programme of 40 years.

         Similar to the above point, one needs to know the value of Arkaroola’s protection and re-vitalising impact on the environment before one starts a possibly highly dangerous process.

PLEASE stop all mining on Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.
Wendy Speck

(personal contact details deleted)
