 



From: Paul Barton (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Monday, 30 November 2009 10:26 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au; SATC:Feedback; DEH:Information; DPLG:Legislation Branch; DPC:Premier; DTED:DTED; 'Shirley Mills'
Subject: Arkaroola
Dear Mr Irving, Dear Mr Tyne,

I’m a tourist who spent over $20,000 travelling in South Australia on my family holiday earlier this year. 

The highlight of the trip which took me to many places in South Australia : Barossa Valley, Adelaide, Kangaroo Island, Port Augusta, Blinman, Wilpenna Pound, Marree, Oodndatta, the Simpson Desert, Innamincka to name a few was Arkaroola. 

We saw untouched wilderness and endangered yellow footed rock wallabies in the wild... the holy grail of Petrogale spotters. We hiked many kilometers. We photographed  … nothing like it in Australia except the Kimberley.
Today I received an email to tell me that Arkaroola was under threat as the SA Government is considering opening up adjacent areas for mining.

Take a look here : http://www.arkaroola.com.au/documents/ARK_Newsletter_Special_Edition.pdf  and please advise me how the South Australian Government can even consider encroaching on this wilderness.

I’ll suggest there is only one answer – Government Greed  = Money , without consideration of long term impact.

As I travelled through Maree and north through areas that have been exploited and mined I saw the damage and devastation – not just because these are drier and more barren areas but also because of what has been torn from the land in times where conservation, global warming , endangered species and preservation of natural environment were things of the future and not considered.

Today we live in a world of global warming, endangered species, environmental preservation and an uncertain future.

Therefore ,  I wish to lodge a total objection to the downgrading of wilderness protection for Arkaroola.

I want my kids to remember and return with their kids and I want Arkaroola to be as it was when we visited this year.

I want the South Australian Government to wake up and understand the future is not about pillaging the land, it’s about recognising it’s environmental assets and preserving and promoting them.

In closing I’ll suggest that tourism to places like Arkaroola are the way of the future and the SA Government should be collaborating with them to promote them and not endanger them by mining.

Regards,

Paul 

Paul Barton

(personal contact details deleted)
