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Dr Graeme L. Worboys

Vice Chair (Mountains and Connectivity Conservation)

IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas

(personal contact details deleted)
19th January 2010

Mr Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning

Department of Environment and Heritage

GPO Box 1047

Adelaide, South Australia, 5001

Dear Mr Irving,

Thank you for your invitation to comment on the document “Seeking a Balance, Conservation and Resource Use in the Northern Flinders Ranges”. I have prepared this submission in my capacity as Vice Chair for Mountains Protected Areas for the International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) World Commission on Protected Areas. In addition to my protected area management background I am also a geologist, and have conducted two World Heritage evaluations of potential geological World Heritage sites (Africa and China) on behalf of IUCN and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation.
IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental network - a democratic membership union with more than 1,000 government and NGO member organizations, and almost 11,000 volunteer scientists in more than 160 countries. Its vision is “a just world that values and conserves nature” and its mission is “to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable” (www.iucn.org). The WCPA mountains theme that I represent has over 350 protected area professional working in over 60 countries. 
IUCN WCPA (Mountains) has responded to the Seeking a Balance” document because of the significance, from a global perspective, of the Northern Flinders Ranges and Arkaroola area of South Australia. We understand the historical involvement of mining in this special area. Though we are generally not supportive of mining in areas of high natural heritage values, we would like to make the following comments:
1. The significance of DEH and PIRSA working together to produce a document seeking balance and the protection of important values is greatly appreciated and a credit to the South Australian Government and to all concerned.
2. We believe the Northern-Flinders Ranges - Arkaroola to be one of the great geological heritage sites of the world and certainly one of its finest teaching sites for students of geology. We believe that its intrinsic values far exceed its potential value for mining and geo-education and tourism should be the primary use of the area.
3. We believe that a detailed, highly technical study of the geological heritage values of this area should be completed in order to assess its special conservation significance.
4. In terms of the proposed zoning, we would like to make the following comments:
4.1 We support the concept of Zone 1 for both areas identified

4.2 We support the concept of Zone 2A, but consider it too qualified and covering insufficient spatial area of Northern-Flinders Ranges – Arkaroola. This zoning is protecting heritage values, and therefore there should be no surface disturbance at all due to any subterranean mining. If subterranean mining is proposed, it should be conditional relative to the surface heritage values being retained at all times. The values of the surface area (such as the Rock Wallabies) should be continuously monitored as part of this condition and as a cost against the mining operation. We would also recommend the extension of this zone to include all lands from Arkaroola Village (including the Arkaroola Village to Arkaroola Springs area-currently Zone 2B) to the current Zone2A lands at Yudnamutana Gorge. This includes a much expanded Zone 2A around Mount Painter, The Armchair and Mount Gee than currently shown. Any mining approved beneath Zone 2A lands should automatically contribute to the cost of the restoration of historical surface disturbance caused by mining.
4.3 We support the concept of Zone 2B, but consider it covers too much of lands that should otherwise be Zone 2A
We would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment
Yours faithfully
(personal details deleted)
Dr Graeme L. Worboys
Vice Chair (Mountains and Connectivity Conservation)
IUCN WCPA
