27 January 2010

Mr Jason Irving
Manager Policy and Planning
Department for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001
cc: Dr Ted Tyne
Director, Mineral Resources
Primary Industries and Resources SA
GPO Box 1671
Adelaide SA 5001

Dear Dr Tyne and Mr Irving

Having lived and worked in the Flinders Ranges for most of my life, I was disappointed to read the proposed changes to the zoning of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary in the Seeking a Balance- Conservation and Resources use in the Northern Flinders Ranges document recently released for public comment. 
Having read the proposal in the glossy, but sadly lacking, Seeking a Balance report I am writing to tell you that I believe it would be wrong to allow mining companies any more access into Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

There has already been too much damage in the Sanctuary from mining exploration already and though the government assures the public it will protect and monitor any activities on Arkaroola, the recent renewal of Marathon Resources exploration license, even after the illegal dumping fiasco, does not show good government management of mining companies and fails to instill any faith in this Government’s ability to balance Mining with Environmental issues.
As a person who was raised within the Adnyamathanha community from a very young age I fail to see any evidence that culturally sensitive sites have been taken into account. To allow mining in these new zones will destroy significant sites of the Adnyamathanha people and destroy their Cultural Heritage.
I am appalled that only a handful of this beautiful region is situated in the Access Zone 1 area, and that Arkaroola Village is also under threat being classed as Access Zone3. What protection is afforded to the endangered Yellow Footed Rock Wallaby Colonies? I can answer that for you... NONE. What protection is afforded the very rare Balcanoona wattle which is found only in this Northern Region? Again I can answer that.... NONE.

The Balcanoona Wattle receives full protection within the Vulkathanha Gammon Ranges National Park and yet within Arkaroola, under this proposal there is no protection. I ask you how is this balancing environmental responsibilities and Resources? Allowing a very rare species of Wattle to be wiped out for the money offered by Mining companies is irresponsible and certainly not a balanced view from an impartial judge. Once again what is the Government receiving for the wanton destruction of rare and endangered species of Flora and Fauna?
I also fail to understand how you can justify the potential risk to the Tourism industry at Arkaroola. Tens of thousands of tourists each year flock to this area to witness first hand the ruggedness, beauty and uniqueness of the Northern Flinders Ranges. Despite this major tourism draw card, some of the most spectacular and gorgeous scenery in this country has been proposed for Mining use. Arkaroola is renowned locally and internationally for its eco-tourism and it would be a travesty if this were no longer accessible to the droves of Tourists, many of whom travel from interstate and overseas especially to visit the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

I believe that the proposed changes will destroy Arkaroola and I do not understand how scarring the landscape, introducing Dozers, Graders and Drill rigs can be called “low impact” when the landscape is irreversibly changed, important habitats are lost and rare and endangered flora and fauna are threatened with extinction
I believe that the Seeking a Balance document fails to find any balance and a cynical mind may think that the only balance that is being sought with these proposals is within Government Coffers.

The Northern Flinders Ranges, including Arkaroola is treasured and loved by all who are lucky enough to have lived, worked or visited this unique and ruggedly beautiful area. I deeply disagree with the Seeking a Balance Report and I strongly recommend that the Government protect the Northern Flinders Ranges and Arkaroola from all Mining and declare this wonderful area in its entirety an Access Zone 1.
Yours Sincerely
Brooke McDonald

(personal contact details deleted)
