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The following is a summary of key terms and conditions of the Agreements.

· General Information

Each application for a Petroleum Exploration Licence (PEL) requires a separate Native Title Agreement.  Where a PEL straddles the boundary between two Claim areas, the Licensee is required to have separate Agreements with each Claimant Group.

Each Agreement consists of two parts ; a Deed to which the government is a party, plus an Ancillary Agreement between the Licensee , the Native Title Party, and their relevant management Association.

The terms and conditions for all  Agreements are substantially identical.

Each Agreement lasts for the life of the PEL. Where a PEL covers parts of two (or more) Claim areas, one of the Agreements may lapse in the event the PEL, through the process of statutory periodical relinquishments, reduces in area to the point where it no longer includes any part of that Claim area.

· Claim Areas

None of the Claim areas overlap. Should any Native Title Claims registered in the future overlap any portion of the existing Claims in this region, the terms of the Agreements will be unaffected.

· Registration

The terms and conditions of the Agreement will not be confidential. Each Agreement will be registered on the public register maintained under the Petroleum Act by the Petroleum Group at PIRSA.

· Conjunctivity

The Agreements provide for Licensees to obtain Production Licences in the event of a petroleum discovery, without the requirement for further negotiation with the Native Title Parties.

· Payments

Two of the Claimant Groups have already formed a management Association to provide certain interface services between the Aboriginal parties, the Government and the Companies.  The Agreements provide for various stages of payment by the Licensee to the Associations.

1)    Sign on :

For Licences relating to the first round of Cooper Basin gazettal Blocks ( CO98) , the Claimant Groups receive a ‘one off’ fixed payment per Licence.  In the event a Licence area straddles the boundary between two Claim areas, the fixed sum is shared between the two Claimant Groups on a ‘pro rata’ area basis. 

The sum is payable upon the signing of each Agreement.  Funding of these sign-on payments is shared between government and the Licensees.

2)  Annual Administration fees :

Licensees will pay a fixed annual fee for each of the first five years of each Licence to contribute to each Association’s costs for administering the Agreement.

3)   Compensation for Disturbance to Land due to Oil or Gas Production

Claimant Groups will be paid a percentage of well head value ( as defined in the SA Petroleum Act ) of production.  Licensees will pay these funds to the government, which will deposit the funds with the relevant Claimant Group’s Association.

· Instruction in Aboriginal Culture 

Licensees are responsible for ensuring all workers involved in field operations on their behalf (including contractors) are instructed by a qualified archaeologist in field observation techniques, and for promoting education of the traditions and culture of the Claimant Group to those workers.

Licensees will offer members of the Claimant Group the opportunity to provide assistance in the preparation of the instruction material on a consultancy basis.

· Work Site Clearances

Prior to undertaking every exploration activity, each Licence will obtain a Site Clearance from the Claimant Group to ensure the proposed work program will not interfere with, damage or destroy areas of significance to Aboriginal people.

Obtaining clearances will involve a field expedition by a Scouting Team of up to 8 people from the Claimant group, plus an anthropologist who will be responsible for liaison with the Licensee’s field representative. 

For proposed seismic surveys , the Scouting Team will provide clearance of a corridor extending 500 metres either side of each proposed recording line .

In the event where sections of originally proposed seismic lines need to be relocated , suitable alternative locations are determined on site during the Clearance Survey in consultation with the Licensee’s field representative.

Clearance surveys will be conducted well in advance of the seismic recording crew mobilising to the area.

The Scouting Team is required to mobilise to the field within 40 days of the Licensee requesting in writing its requirement for a Clearance Survey. 

Within a further 28 days from the time of mobilisation, the Association must supply to the Licensee its Report on the Clearance Survey.

The Scouting Team is responsible for the logistics of its field operation.  Before mobilising to the field, the supervising anthropologist and representatives from the Scouting Team will meet with the Licensee’s representatives to present and discuss their detailed budget for the Clearance Survey. 

The Licensee will pay all costs associated with the Clearance Survey, including remuneration of each member of the Scouting Team at current commercial rates.

Recognition and avoidance of Aboriginal sites during the course of seismic operations will be the responsibility of the Licensee as specified in the Aboriginal Heritage Act.  Operators of equipment involved in preparing access along the proposed recording lines will be appropriately educated and trained for this task.
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