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The draft document is intended to seek a balance between the
outstanding natural heritage qualities of the Flinders Ranges and the
quest to exploit mineral riches. There are a number of points I would

like to submit for further consideration.

As a visitor to the Arkaroola area over the years, it is clear that South
Australians have a remarkable landscape with varied geological
systems and an arid ecosysteni/biodiversity in this part of the
Northern Flinders Ranges. It is an area that offers educational and
leisure opportunities for people wishing to understand the land beyond
the cities and suburbia. It is also an area where past mismanagement
has been corrected by improvements in the way the country is treated
now. There is long term potential in the Northern Flinders for passive |
recreation and tourism and an obligation, given the loss of species in
this state since settlement, to truly seek a balance between any
exploitative or potentially exploitative activity that will disturb the
extreme fragile and arid environment. I believe the government has a
distinct obligation to protect these values and to ensure the same

appreciation is available for future generations.

Part of the beauty of the area is the isolation and lack of development.
At the same time, the State has significant mineral deposits in areas

less scenic and more accessible in terms of topography.

My submission is to the point: all the areas identified as “Access Zones”
showing significant biodiversity, landscape values, and other natural
heritage on the various maps in the document are misnamed. An

alternative that would be supported would be if all of Arkaroola, Mt
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significance inclusive of the Arkaroola Creek, Village, Mawson Plateau
and Freeling Heights were designated HANDS OFF. I am wary of the
term Access Zone. It infers it could change and implies access may

happen.

If this document is an attempt to appease the greenies as well as the
mining exploration industry then I suggest that it appeases neither
section of the community. Exploration allowed, no matter what ‘access
zone’ activity is specified, raises expectations that one day in the
future, mining could happen. The coy way in which the document
alludes to a future where proposed categories can be negotiable and
categories may be changed is a really a cop-out and a waste of time.
The area could be used for educational purposes in scientific and
geological courses as it provides a varied and outstanding array of
features prized by Sir Douglas Mawson and his student, Reg Sprigg.
Since those days, PIRSA has come to be renowned for its economic
focus to the point that our fisheries are overfished, too many vineyards
have been established, too much water has been over-allocated and
mining activity rights, especially exploration, overrides all other
considerations. The state has a spectacular strike rate of species loss

and environmental degradation.

Please give this beautiful part of South Australia a break, and
designate all Access Zones 1, 2a and 2b either Unavailable for mining

exploration/activity or 1 —meaning no activity

The area, and the economies that rely on the protection of the area,
need a break. Particularly in a time of climate change, with the
current level of species extinction, landscape degradation, loss of

biodiversity and in view of the fact that the quality and extent of soil
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planning to sustain natural resources at a state level, South Australia

will not prosper in the longer term.

As mentioned in the Greater Adelaide Plan draft, ‘Opportunities for
growth in mining, defence and ICT industries, coupled with continuing
strong performances from our traditional primary industries, have
placed us in a good position to weather the Global financial storm.’
These opportunities exist outside the area in question. The
opportunities within the Northern Flinders Area come from long term
sustainable tourism, and rehabilitation of the land for the enjoyment of

our future generations (inclusive of the indigenous species).
Conclusion

It is hoped that the intent of the title of Comprehensive Environmental
Managemeht Framework : ‘Seeking a balance’ can be achieved. It is
also hoped that the balance be struck at at a State level, when
considering our extensive arid areas and the riches in minerals that
exist outside this fragile and unique landscape.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,

Iris Iwanicki




