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Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning

Dept for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047

Adelaide SA 5001

25 January 2010

Dear Mr Irving

Northern Flinders Ranges Review

| write to express concern that the draft version of Seeking a Balance does not adequately protect

the linked interests of conservation and tourism in the Northern Flinders Ranges.

For your information:

The Flinders Ranges in 2008 was one of the first two regions in Australia to be declared a
National Landscape.

‘The National Landscapes program is a new Federal initiative jointly managed by Tourism

Australia and Parks Australia with strong input from the Federal Department of Industry,
Tourism and Resources.

Its aim is to market Australia better internationally via a series of must-see regions where
tourism and the natural and cultural environments coexist harmoniously.

There will only be at most 15 officially declared National Landscapes —fewer than originally
projected — and there is a waiting list of applicant regions. So membership of this elite club
cannot be taken for granted.

The benefits of being a National Landscape have been tangible already, even in what are still
the program’s early days.

Thus the region has been featured in a key Tourism Australia reality TV series, No Leave No
Life with the Flinders Ranges episode drawing 1.3 million viewers. It features in Tourism
Australia industry familiarisation and trade training programs for Aussie Specialist travel
agents internationally. And it has been given prominent treatment in a range of campaigns
and features produced by Tourism Australia. Getting this level of international and national
exposure by the national tourism marketing agency is unheard of for our region.

In short the Flinders Ranges has joined an A-list of key tourism regions which includes
Kakadu, Uluru, the Great Ocean Road and the Australian Alps.

How does the present review of conservation and natural resources in the Northern Flinders Ranges
intersect with the National Landscape program?
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marketing and on developing tourism industries which take the conservation of their regions’
landscapes and natural values as a priority.

However, the central coordinating committee’s power rests in its ability to remove a National
Landscape from the list if in its view the region is failing to meet the key challenge of environmental

sustainability and sensitivity.

Members of the Flinders Ranges National Landscape Project Management Committee have looked
at the draft review report and have the following concerns:

e Mining does not inevitably clash with tourism. But in areas of significant conservation and
scenic significance, the impacts of mining exploration and development can be highly
detrimental.

e It is true that the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park provides a substantial zone
from which mining, at this point at least, has been excluded.

e However the adjacent Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, with its proud history as a tourism
enterprise with a strong conservation ethos, will be considerably affected.

e |tis hard to see how the report balances the needs of mining and conservation in the area of
Arkaroola’s lease. Only a fraction of the lease has been designated as Access Zone 1.

e Generally, the protections from mining and other intrusive activities afforded by the present
zoning as Environmental Class A seem to have been weakened rather than strengthened
across the great bulk of the Class A area.

e The key areas of tourism activity —where the Sanctuary’s respected eco-tourism programs
are conducted — are all accorded varying degrees of access for mining exploration and
eventual exploitation.

e This means the potential intrusion of discordant activities into one of the Flinders Ranges
National Landscape’s showpiece enterprises.

e The review simply tips the balance away from conservation in the area around Arkaroola.

e This is regrettable, coming just as the region’s tourism sector has been decisively increasing
its partnership with conservation via the National Landscapes program.

The Project Management Committee urges a thorough re-appraisal of the zoning arrangements
proposed in the draft report. As part of that process it would like to see more account taken of the
values which tourism operators and their visitors place on the landscapes of the Northern Flinders
Ranges. It believes that, were such account to be taken, the outcome would be and should be a re-
expansion in the zone of protection of the landscapes of the area from mining activity with its
impacts and intrusions.

Yours sincerel

ulie Smith
Chair
Flinders Ranges National Landscape Project Management Committee





