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14™ December 2009

Mr. Jason Irving,

Manager, Policy & Planning
Department for Environment & Heritage
GPO Box 1047

ADELAIDE SA 5001

SURMISSIoN @ ARKARCO LA

Dear Mr. Irving,

I have never written a submission before but have been moved to write this because of the urgency and
seriousness of the issue of mining and exploration at Arkaroola. I want to add my voice to make you aware
of the dismay of so many silent people at the possible disturbance and/or destruction of the very fragile
environment of the Arkaroola region.

Looking at the map for proposed exploration sites of various levels I can only be amazed that it is even
being considered. This is a precious environment of World Heritage Standard. It is of ecological, cultural
and tourism importance and can not be just ‘set up’ somewhere else. Apart from the superb biodiversity
that exists , National and International Eco-Tourism is important to Australia and this area is a renowned
tourist destination for all the right reasons and once destroyed or spoiled can never be replaced.

I will never believe that the management policies of mining companies will be preoccupied with the
preservation of a fragile environment at the expense of their own interests - rather - it will be the reverse of
this every time and eventually with rules and guidelines constantly being broken and pushed it can and will
have a seriously detrimental effect.

The ‘ Marathon! mining and exploration transgressions are well and publicly documented. However
structured the government thinks it will be, Marathon has proved it WILL be dishonest, cross guidelines and
boundaries and transgress laws and if they don’t then their employees will. This ‘already proved’ total
deceit in trying to hide and conceal transgressions is self serving with no thought to the animals, plants,
heritage, fragile territory etc .that they are dealing with. - Their policy seems to be ‘what you don’t know
can’t hurt you’. I feel that this attitude certainly won’t change. Like with all self interested parties there
will be many words spoken and many promises made but in the end it will not work.

I am also concerned that the constant access to the exploration zones by workers and trucks, and the criss-
crossing of tracks to the sites will disturb the environment and also allow the transport of foreign or alien
particles and weeds etc. between the zones. It is a very fragile area and currently tracks are limited in the
region to protect this from happening.

Also, Marathon stated in 2007 that it would require 5.5 million litres of water per day for a mine life of 13
years. It is absolutely essential that all of Arkaroola’s water i.e. aquifers, seepages and springs be totally
protected by a blanket law. Every drop of this water is essential for the survival of species and the fragile
environment of the area.

I am aware that this may sound like an emotional plea - YES IT IS. I first visited Arkaroola more that thirty
years ago and have revisited on several occasions since. I love the area passionately and have sent many
International visitors up there. To me it is the heart and soul of everything that IS Australia. It is our
National Heritage. It is WHO we are.

I urge you strongly to reconsider and to totally disallow any exploration lease or uranium mining in the




[image: image2.jpg]Arkaroola Region. It would be a terrible thing to show the world that we don’t care on such a serious issue
- instead we should be passionately protecting our State’s Natural Assets. There is a major mine at

Beverley and I am sure other areas can be found. ARKAROOLA IS ABSOLUTELY TOO SPECIAL TO
THREATEN. IT IS PART OF THE SOUL OF AUSTRALIA.

Yours sincerely

anet Cotton




