Dr Ted Tyne           






                    9 December 2009
Director, Mineral Resources
Primary Industries and Resources SA

GPO Box 1671
Adelaide SA 5001

and

Mr Jason Irving







Manager Policy and Planning
Department for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001

SUBJECT: Proposed Management policies for the Northern Flinders Ranges with specific   

                     reference to the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary

Dear Sir/s,

I have read the document “Seeking a Balance; Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges” and herewith submit my total and unwavering opposition to the proposals given therein that seek to justify mineral resource exploration and mining in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region.

The Zoning and Conditions outline, given on page 14 and the Proposed Management Zones map, given on page 15 of “Seeking a Balance” clearly demonstrate distinct disregard, disrespect and disinterest for the majority of the core values that are stated on page 6 of the same document.  The only value given a very high level of consideration is that of “Mineral prospectivity, mineral occurrences and mines”.  

I find it very interesting to observe that the proposed Access Zones and conditions applied correspond largely with the exploration areas within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary for which Marathon Resources Limited has been given a renewed Lease.  Oddly, and most interestingly, this Lease has been renewed even after the Company was found to contravene, in a highly criminal, unethical and negligent manner, the strict conditions for resource exploration in the region as per the still current policies within the Planning Act 1993.  The proposed Management Policies and Access Zones clearly appear to offer Marathon Resources Limited an even greater reward!  

The values of Landscape, Biodiversity, Wilderness, Cultural and Tourism have been largely ignored.  I will not elaborate on this statement further as I am certain far more learned and knowledgeable persons than I have submitted extensive critiques to you on these issues and that you are only too aware of the serious concerns presented therein.  I do not believe that I should be too repetitive!

The emphasis that “Seeking a Balance” applies to the value of Geoscience is evident only in relation to reference terms applicable to mineral resource exploration and mining.  The value of Geoscience is far greater than the latter – 2 billion years of irreplaceable knowledge that will be lost with an escalation of mineral exploration and mining.  This physical and visual knowledge cannot be archived in a Library or on the Internet!

Nowhere within “Seeking a Balance” is mention made  of the high level of importance that should be given to Water other than in relation to “significant landscape features including permanent and semi-permanent waterholes” (page 4).  It clearly indicates the low level of importance given to the Biodiversity, Cultural, Wilderness and Tourism values.  Water is Life!  No water, no Life – human, animal or plant!  Water is a very scarce resource in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region and its availability is largely determined by natural and seasonal events.  How will the rare and endangered plant and animal species of the region survive?  Marathon Resources Limited has already proposed that there will be a requirement of 5.5 megalitres of water daily for their mining activities.  I will further elaborate on the function of Water – no water, no Life, no mining!  This statement can be further supported by the Historical evidence related to mining and pastoral activities in the region. 

It has also been suggested that the profitable yield productivity for mining in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region is for a period of 13 years.  This does not compare quantitatively to projected yields from other Mines already in operation, or soon to be in operation, in South Australia.

I pose the following question.  Are you able to, with a clear conscience, justify the Management Policies proposed in the document “Seeking a Balance” or does the prospect of short term monetary gain surpass this expectation?  

I propose that the current Planning Act 1993, where it refers to the Northern Flinders Ranges and specifically to the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region, be further strengthened to ensure that no mining activity is permitted in the region.  Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and all that this region represents is “Too Precious To Mine”.  
Your consideration is sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,
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Jochen (Joe) Oswald

(personal contact details deleted)
