

From: Suzann Vasanji [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Monday, 30 November 2009 3:51 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Seeking Balance - Northern Flinders Ranges
Dear Mr. Irving,

I am only one of many people who have been passed an email on the proposed mining of areas in the Northern Flinders.  There are many people looking at this and many who don’t agree with what is being proposed.   I have had a look through the planned areas for exploration and mining access and although not having read every piece of the article in depth, I fervently deplore the prospect of any mining, access roads or even exploration in the Flinders Ranges.   It can be seen from one previous exploration (I don’t have these details to hand but go from memory) that bags of rubbish were hidden and not removed and this came to light later.  I don’t feel that companies who do mining, exploration, etc. can be trusted to clean up, not destroy flora and disturb native animals.   

I only visited the Flinders Ranges 2/3 years ago and didn’t know what to expect.  My husband and I were really amazed at the total transformation of scenery once you entered that area.  It is just quite a breathtaking place and to think the Government wants to have a hand in digging it up making ugly roads and mines is unthinkable.   Money cannot replace the beauty of such an area and once it is disturbed there will be no going back in whichever area they decide to mine – Arkaraloo mainly for the time being by the looks of it. 

I would suggest the Government seriously think about what is being considered before sanctioning mineral mining in the Northern Flinders Ranges.  This is an area which should be left untouched for people to enjoy and have sanctuary, not to see access roads, large trucks and big holes in the ground, etc.  

Yours sincerely,

Suzann Vasanji.

