

From: James Szpunar [mailto:(personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Friday, 11 December 2009 8:12 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Arkaroola
Hi Jason,
I worked at Arkaroola fduring the 1970's and 1080's and saw the damage that occured from EXOIL creating the number of drilling platforms and the infrastructure required to transport the equipment. It had taken the best part of forty years for this damage to start to recover in vegetative cover, obviously not helped by the drought. Exoil also machined a number of access routes and apart from the ridgetop tours most of the others have gradually deteriorated as to be unusable by vehicles but they will never disappear. At the top end of Mawson Plateau in the Hamilton Creek area, the tracks are still as visible as the day they were created, now unisable by vehicles and these will take several hundred years to recover, if ever. One of the mining companies has resurected a number of tracks near hidden valley, defeating the recovery process.
Having walked over most of Arkaroola and the Mawson Plateau, I state categorically that any further exploration in the area will destroy this region. There are a number of new tracks and drilling platforms in the Yudnamutana area and they stand out like sore thumbs. Running a Cat D9 over an area and flattening it is not restoration, and the drilling platform has been left even though it has undercut the slope. There is uranium in the region at a number of sites such as the Armchair, and Mt. gee, but to extract it means the area will be destroyed. There are more accessible and larger supplies elsewhere in this state, some of which are currently operating. 
As a public servant you obviously have a job to do which should be free from political pressure for a required result, but the Labor politician in my electorate will not receive my vote at the next election if this current state government permits any mining at Arkaroola.
 

James Szpunar
(personal contact details deleted)
