______________________________________________ 

From: 
Parsons, Paul (personal contact details deleted)  

Sent:
Thursday, 10 December 2009 10:21 AM

To:
Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)

Cc:
'admin@arkaroola.com.au'

Subject:
Mining at Arkaroola

Jason and Ted,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the "Seeking a Balance" report into the Gammon Ranges/Arkaroola area.

I have personal experience in this area having been to the Arkaroola area on several occasions, camping in the Ranges and on the eastern plains and have also been goat shooting on adjoining stations on many occasions as well, walking into the more remote areas, hunting and enjoying the scenery.  The majesty of the area is unique to South Australia and as custodians of the future generations we have an obligation to enable them to also experience a truly majestic unspoilt region.  

Reg Sprigg, a geologist had it right, the Planners who put together the Development Act had it right and the current proponents of mining this area have it wrong. 

· Firstly, I note that based on your own mapping evidence that the areas of highest Landscape Quality are mainly confined to the Vulkathunha - Gammon ranges National Park and the Arkaroola Sanctuary area to the north east.

· Secondly, I note that based on your own mapping evidence that the areas of highest Biodiversity Values are similarly mainly confined to the Vulkathunha - Gammon ranges National Park and the Arkaroola Sanctuary area to the north east with some located south of Nepabunna.

One would therefore consider that if these qualities and values are correct, the same level of protection would be applied to both areas i.e. No mining in National Parks = No mining in Arkaroola Sanctuary.

The fact that the mapping apparently shows a higher incidence of Mineral Prospectivity in the Arkaroola Sanctuary area, should not diminish the protection that is required by the public for this iconic area.  I also find the change in scale of the Landscape, Biodiversity and Prospectivity mapping compared to the Management Zones mapping in the report to be devious and deliberate to make it appear that some of the most sensitive areas are protected  when in fact they are open to mining and will be the thin edge of the wedge.

In all aspects of life people make choices.  Just about all choices have an opportunity cost attached to them.  If I spend my money on "A"  I can't buy "B" etc.   

Protecting this iconic are is the same.  We currently mine for every mineral that is likely to be found in Arkaroola, elsewhere.  Gold, Copper and Uranium are currently being pulled out of the ground at Roxby Downs,  Uranium at Beverly, Zinc and Lead at Strathalbyn etc.  Why then do we need to put at risk the pristine qualities of this area? 

Miners have show by past practices that they do not care for the land or environment and once damaged, it can never be replaced or replicated despite the best intents to remediate.  The area where Marathon buried their mining samples and waste will never be the same as what it was before they entered the area.  That is an undisputable fact. 

Why then should the public trust that this will never occur again?

You and your team have obviously put a great deal of time into this report, and I am sorry to say that I believe that it should be put on the shelf to gather dust, never to be seen again.

I am totally opposed to mining in this area.

(personal details deleted)
Paul Parsons.

