 



From: MEREDITH REARDON (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Thursday, 10 December 2009 1:47 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Northern Flinders Ranges Submission
Dear Jason,

            Please find below my response to the Seeking a Balance for Mining in Arkaroola document

                                                                                                                        Regards, Adrian Heard

Submission: Seeking a Balance for Mining in Arkaroola
To
Email: jason.irving@sa.gov.au 
Mr Jason Irving 
 Manager Policy and Planning 
  Department for Environment and Heritage 

I have read the Seeking the Balance document on the Northern Flinders Ranges with great interest, and have a number of comments to make.
I nominated the Mawson Plateau including the full northern section of Arkaroola and the eastern section of Mt Freeling station as a wilderness area in the early 1990s. At that time there was little in the way of exploration licences covering this area.
It now seems that Arkaroola’s status as a wildlife sanctuary has left it vulnerable to the predation of mining development. Although the northern Flinders Ranges have a long history of mineral exploration and development, much of this history occurred in the 19th century. With the recent development of uranium and copper mines in northern South Australia it is to be regretted that the northern Flinders Ranges were not excluded from mining activities.
I think the mapping exercise on access zones in the northern Flinders Ranges is largely unhelpful. To divide the ranges up in this way is problematic as it is the entirety of the range which makes them the area of tourist interest that they are today.
These ranges stand to suffer more as a result of being divided up for different potential land uses. The ranges are currently suffering a ‘barrage’ of environmental change as a result of climate change. In recent years I have seen extensive loss of eucalypt communities along creek lines in the Gammon Ranges National Park, and I am aware of losses of extensive areas of vegetation on hillsides in Arkaroola sanctuary.
The fact that Arkaroola has been ungrazed since the early 1970’s makes it an ecological gem, best prepared for the rigors of climate change which lie ahead. To risk further degrading this area when it is so vulnerable is not an option. Let’s keep it as an Environmental Class A zone, and use it as a monitoring zone to help determine environmental impacts on this important area of South Australia.
 
                                                                                    Adrian Heard
