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Dr Ted Tyne and Mr Jason Irving
Of the Government or South Australia

Re: Comments to the “Seeking a Balance” document for the Northern Flinders Ranges of SA

Dear Jason and Ted,

| believe it is important to exclude any further mineral exploration and subsequent mining in the
northern Flinders Ranges region —especially in the vicinity of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary
and the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park (and not just within their boundaries).

As the “Seeking a Balance” document states: “The Flinders Ranges has some of the most
recognisable and loved landscapes in South Australia, with outstanding environmental, cultural,
and tourism values.” The region has an ancient cultural history, as well as a unique and rare
geology and biological diversity that needs to be protected as much as possible.

The region around Arkaroola remains the last vestige for some unique and threatened species,
including the Spidery Wattle (Acacia araneosa —an endemic species considered vulnerable to
extinction) and the Arkaroola Wattle (Acacia confluens — another endemic rare species). It is also
home to other special species such as the endangered Xerothamnella parvifolia and the Yellow-
footed Rock-wallaby (Petrogale xanthopus), which is vulnerable to extinction.

Mineral exploration and subsequent mining presents real direct and indirect risks to the above
mentioned values and species, including via hydrology and other ecological processes that are not
well understood. The ecology of the area could also already be threatened by climate change and
does not need any other risks or pressures that may affect species abilities to adapt. These
activities are also like to negatively affect access to the area, visitor experiences and, hence, the
tourism industry.

Despite the possible mineral wealth of the area, | believe the most appropriate major economic
activity in the region should be sensitive eco-tourism, which would help secure the wonderful

values of this region, and their accessibility, for generations to come.

Yours sincerely

Phil Barron

Barron Environmental




