-----Original Message-----

From: David Stone [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)]

Sent: Monday, 25 January 2010 11:43 AM

To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)

Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au

Subject: Submission against "Seeking a Balance"

Submission against "Seeking a Balance"

25 Jan. 2010

Dear Mr Irving and Dr Tyne

I have been visiting Arkaroola regularly since the mid Seventies and greatly appreciate what the Sprigg Family has done to save this magnificent and beautiful landscape for all to enjoy. Unfortunately, should any form of mining on Arkaroola proceed then the damage will be irreversible and make the whole magnificence of the area incomplete. 

Should mining be allowed on Arkaroola, then the stunning beauty of this landscape will be lost forever, ......for a very short term gain......to very few people. To really appreciate and understand the impact mining will have on Arkaroola you must spend some time exploring the area and see what I have seen. Yes, the Ridgetop tour and surrounding water holes are brilliant, but you need to go for a hike along East Painter gorge and imagine what a mining truck will do to this creek bed. Destroy it!

Take a walk to the water hole/falls at the base of Mt Gee, hike along the Camel track, or Yudnamutana Gorge, and imagine what a mining truck will do there. 

Mining at Arkaroola will destroy Tourism and the environment in this area. For example, why has only the north-eastern side and floor of East Painter gorge been given some level of protection, whilst the south western side of the gorge has been designated as Access Zone 3?  No longer will there be any possible connectivity between Yellow-footed Rock-wallabies colonies via East painter gorge. Also, the endanger endemic, Acacia Araneosa, found nowhere else in the world, is not given full protection in the new management Framework.

Why has the government actually diminished protection of some spectacular areas, including Sillers Lookout, by rezoning them as Access

3 areas available for standard exploration and mining activities?

The government has just made a large section of the Nullarbor into a wilderness protection area, making it a no mining area. Well done. Why can't the government do the same for Arkaroola or just strengthen the existing Environmental Class A zoning to provide a higher level of protection for Arkaroola's core environmental and landscape assets?

In such a fragile environment water is of great importance, yet Arkaroola's permanent surface waters are not mapped and given any protection. Why?

Marathon has said it will need 5 million liters of water daily. Where is this going to come from and what effect will this have on the local environment?

I have run my own business for over 25 years and strongly believe South Australia should advance itself as mush as possible, however, I also believe the reserves of minerals in Arkaroola  Sanctuary are not valuable enough to warrant the destruction of a world renowned Wilderness Sanctuary. The value of this area is in its unique landscape, flora and fauna. This must remain, as a whole, for everyone's benefit in the long term. 

I am totally opposed to any mining at Arkaroola.

Yours truly,

David Stone

(personal contact details deleted)
