Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving,

I am writing to register my concern over the Proposed Management Zones for the north-eastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document ‘Seeking a Balance’. Specifically, I am opposed to zoning that will allow mining to become entrenched in Class A reserves such as the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. Further, I am appalled that Marathon Resources, which was recently temporarily excluded from the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary after illegal and systematic dumping of radioactive waste, has been allowed to resume mining activities. 

I enjoy birdwatching, bushwalking, camping and nature and I have visited the magnificent Flinders Ranges previously. It is my belief that this environmentally fragile region would be irreparably damaged by current mining and exploration techniques. To quote 'Seeking a Balance' itself: 'much of the Northern Flinders Ranges lies within the Development Plan’s Environmental Class A Zone. The prime objectives of the Environmental Class A Zone seek to conserve the natural character and environment of the area and to protect the landscape from damage by mining operations and exploring for new resources.'

I believe a better strategy is to strengthen the existing Class A Environmental standards rather than bringing in a whole new raft of legislation. The Development Act says ‘Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation considerations may be overridden’ and that ‘exploitation of the deposits is in the National or State interest’ and that ‘investigations have show that alternative deposits are not available on other land in the locality..’ I’m not convinced such criteria have been met. Please withdraw the Management Zoning proposals mooted in Seeking a Balance and exclude mining activities from Class A reserves.

Yours sincerely,
Dr Carl Gosper

(personal contact details deleted)

