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- Thursday 28" January 2010

Mr Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning

Department for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047

ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear Jason

RE: SEEKING A BALANCE SUBMISSION

Council thanks the Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH) and Primary Industries and
Resources SA (PIRSA) for the opportunity to provide comment on the Seeking a Balance document
regarding conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges.

The document and consultation process was referred to Council by the Southern Flinders Ranges Tourism
Authority with the recommendation that Council seriously consider preparing a submission regarding the
impact on tourism in the Flinders Ranges from mining and associated activities at Arkaroola.

The document acknowledges that “the Flinders Ranges has some of the most recognisable and loved
landscapes in South Australia, with outstanding environmental, cultural, and tourism values”.

In 2008, the Flinders Ranges was one of the initial two regions to be declared a National Landscape under
the Federal Government’s National Landscapes Program. The program aims for significantly improved
international marketing of Australia through a number of must-see destinations where tourism and the
natural and cultural environments harmoniously co-exist.

This declaration presents significant opportunities for the Region, by developing and marketing tourism
industries which place priority on the conservation of natural values and landscapes.

The potential negative impact of mining, exploration and associated activities in key areas within this
landscape cannot be underestimated.

Council is certainly aware of the particular value that the Arkaroola area has as a tourism destination, not
only locally, but for the entire Flinders Ranges Region, due to its unique landscape and features.

As such, the potential detrimental impact of mining and exploration activities in the area should be a
~sound and logical basis to prevent such activities from being undertaken.





[image: image2.jpg]Whilst mining and tourism are not necessarily mutually exclusive, greater account of the value of the
landscapes of the Northern Flinders Ranges, and indeed the whole of the Flinders Ranges, must be taken
into account in order to protect the key environmental values of the Region and to ensure greater certainty
for landowners and the wider community.

In concluding, the Seeking a Balance document does not comprehensively answer the serious question of
whether tourism and conservation interests are adequately protected.

Council again thanks DEH and PIRSA for the opportunity to make comment and have input into this
important matter.

Please feel free to contact me on the telephone number provided if clarification on any of Council’s views
or comments is required.

Yours sincerel

R. CHERITON BEc. CPA JP FGLF
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

SCISC




