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Director, Mineral Resources,
Primary Industries & Resources SA.,
GPO Box 1671,

ADELAIDE SA 5001.

Dear Sir,
Re *Seeking A Balance”

Atfter studying this document, | feel obliged to make a submission regarding a
number of its recommendations.

My concern is for the future of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanciuary, as this is the

area 1 am familiar with, and have made several visits to over the past forty years. My
observations would | am sure also be applicable to much of the eastern side of the

Northern Flinders Range.

I would suggest that the proposed Access Zone 1 should be enlarged to
include the proposed Zones 2a & 2b areas. Possibly Zone 1 should include the whole
of Arkaroola & Yulkathunha-Gammon Ranges NP so that all the north-eastern side of
the range would be protected from environmentally damaging mineral exploration.

No mining exploration can be conducted without cutting access tracks and
damaging or removing native vegetation. The number of old unused tracks that can
still be seen is indicative of the recovery rate of that country. '

Points that should be taken into account are the irregularity of rainfall events
and the magnitude of deluges which occasionally occur in that country. Erosion is
always severe with such events. Access tracks would be turned into creeks taking all
the top soil, thus leaving those areas with little chance of subsequent re-generation.

As far as the vegetation is concerned, Arkaroola in the late 1960’s was a very
different place to what | saw a few months ago. At that time eucalypts were growing
vigorously, as were most of the acacias & other shrubs, & there were many full water-
holes. The drought situation may be changing as | write, but it will be a number of
years before this will become more than wishful thinking.

Not before a wet season or two will it be possible to ascertain how well
vegetation will recover. Only then would it be possible to estimate the recovery time for

damage caused by mineral exploration.

I firmly believe that it would be irresponsible to permit on ground mineral
exploration in any of the areas designated Zone 2a or 2b.

Finally, may | aék; Are we such a greedy society that we have to ruin a unique
piece of natural environment at the expense of future generations? Let us think ahead
and preserve something for those yet to inhabit this earth.
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