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Introduction

Australia’s unique natural and indigenous cultural assets have captured the world’s
attention and are key drivers for both domestic and international fourism.

In the first quarter 2009, expenditure by nature based visitors was over $7bn
{intemational $4.1bn, domestic $3.0bn)! and in 2008, 65% of allinternational visitors
parficipated in nature based tourism activities.?

Ecotourism Australia encourages tourism by inspiring operators to manage
environmentally sustainable and culturally responsible tfourism businesses, providing
engaging experiences in nafural environments.

Australia’s reputation as a tourism desfinafion which places a high value on its
natural assets and the quality of ifs ecotourism experiences has been hard won over
many years. This enviable reputation is essential fo Australia’s future successas a
global tourism destination.

Our Comments

Ecotourism Australia believes Arkaroola is an area of enormous value to all South
Australians and fo Australia. The Flinders Ranges region has a heavy reliance on
tourism, in particular nature fourism.

According fo Tourism Research Australia’s ‘Regional Tourism Profiles 2007 South
Australia Flinders Ranges region '8, in 2007 the Flinders Ranges had 439,000 ovemight
visitors and visitor expenditure was $169 milion. 29% of domestic travellers and 97%
ofinternational travellers parficipated in Nature based activities while in the Fiinders
Ranges region. The report also indentified 00 fourism related businesses in the
region relying on tourism for their economic sustainability.

Ecotourism Australia supports Marg and Doug Spriggs, the owners of Arkaroola
Wildemess Sanctuary, in their call to both Federal and State govemments fo protect
Arkaroola from mining. They have ouflined their concerns in a letter on their website
Uranium Mining - Arkaroola Wildemess Sanctuary and Resonl.

! International Visitor Survey Quarterly Results March 2009, Tourism Research Australia (unpublished data)
2 Nature Tourism in Australia 2008 Snapshot, Toursm Resecrch Australia, relecsed June 2009
® Regional Tourism Profiles 2007 South Australia Flinders Ranges region, Tourism Research Australia
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[image: image2.jpg]Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary has achieved the highest level of Ecotourism
Certification which recognises the best of the best in Nature Tourism operations and
experiences in Australia. This is the value of this natural environment.

Since 1967, the owners of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary have actively managed
the environment within the Sanctuary, including the active management of feral
populations to protect the ecosystem and biodiversity at Arkaroola. The
environmental conservation and management has been totally funded by tourism
dollars.

Ecotourism Australia values Arkaroola as an ecotourism icon, rich in spectacular
pristine natural experiences and significant biodiversity. Mining would not only
damage this unique ecotourism sanctuary but also the enviable tourism reputation
of South Australia and Australia.

Ecotourism Australia also calls on the South Australia government to recognise that
tourism provides longer term benefits to communities over mining as it protects the
resource into the future; it is non extractive and thereby provides income, social and
environmental benefits for generations to come.

We ask the South Australian Government to reflect on the long lasting economic
benefits if Arkaroola was conserved and responsibly promoted as a tourist
destination.

We also ask the South Australion Government to consider the lasting social benefits
for the local communities by protecting this valuable natural asset.

National Landscape

In June 2008, the Flinders Ranges were declared a ‘National Landscape’, whichis a
region 'united by its world class experiences of environmental or cultural
significance.’4

The National Landscapes campaign is an initiative of the Federal Department of the
Environment in conjunction with Tourism Australia and their allied state government
bodies.

The strict selection criteria have been developed to ensure that "only destinations
that have truly extraordinary attributes and provide a unique point of difference can
become National Landscapes: A world-class landscape of natural, cultural and
spiritual assets, distinctive to Australia.”>

To elevate Australia’s prime landscapes to the international market, the National
Landscapes program currently includes nine regions. Eventually there will be a
maximum of 15 landscapes, “bringing into sharp focus the best nature based tourism
experiences Australia has to offer.”®

* http://www.tourism.australia.com/Marketing.asp?sub=0449&al=3117
° Ibid
® Ibid
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[image: image3.jpg]Mining and exploration at Arkaroola are in conflict with the purpose of having the
Flinders Ranges declared a National Landscape and threaten the reputation of the
National Landscapes program across Australia.

Other Opinions

The Scientific Expedition Group (SEG) has identified the Arkaroola Wilderness
Sanctuary as an area of great biodiversity, wildemess, scenic and cultural
importance and considers further exploration or mining to be extremely detrimental.

The Scientific Expedition Group has also asked that no further exploration should be
considered without significant input from the local Adnyamathanha community.

Ecotourism Australia supports the position of the Scientific Expedition Group on
Arkaroola.

The South Australian Tourism Industry Council (SATIC) has expressed particular
concern over Arkaroola’s value as a tourism icon and the damage that will be done
to South Australia’s growing reputation as a unique ecotourism destination, if mining
is dllowed to occur on Arkaroola.

Ecotourism Australia supports the position of the South Australian Tourism Industry
Council on Arkaroola.

Conclusion

While South Australia is a state rich in minerals, an area with the environmental,
cultural and scenic value of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is rare in the world.

Recognition of this region as a National Landscape demonstrates its environmental
and cultural importance.

If protected, Arkaroola will continue to deliver long lasting economic sustainability to
this region and the local communities, through tourism.

Arkaroola, with its ancient and spectacular landscapes, should be protected and
managed sustainably to attract the attention of the world alongside many other
natural wonders vital to Australia’s tourism industry.
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[image: image4.jpg]The Ecotourism Australia vision: "To be leaders in assisting ecofourism and other
committed tourism operations to become environmentally sustainable,
economically viable, and socially and culturally responsible™.

Ecotourism Australia was formed in 1991 as an incorporated non-profit organisation,
and is the peak national body for the ecotourism indusfry. Ecotourism Australia aims
to grow and promote ecotourism and to assist tourism operators to become
environmentally sustainable, economically viable and socially and culturally
responsible.

Membership includes tour operators, ecotourism accommodation, fourism planners,
protected area managers, academics and students, regional fourism associations
and travellers.

Ecotourism Ausfralia’s certification program ECO is a world first. It provides objective
monitoring and auditing of organisations’ ecotourism claims and provides fravel
agents and fourists with an assurance of best practice ecological sustainability,
natural area management and quality ecotourism experiences.

Ecotourism Ausfralia recently added ROC (Respect Our Culture) Certification for
Indigenous Tourism operators and Climate Action Australia Certification to help the
tourism indusfry work towards a more sustainable future.

In 2008, Ecotourism Australia was awarded the prestigious World Travel and Tourism
Council "Tourism for Tomorrow” Award for Conservation at the World Tourism Summit
in recognition of Ecotourism Australia’s significant contribution to the conservation
and preservation of natural heritage.

For more information contact:

Kym Cheatham
Chief Executive Officer
Ecotourism Australia
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