

From: Adrian [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Thursday, 28 January 2010 9:56 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Subject: Comments on the Northern Flinders Ranges project
To whom it may concern,

I wish to make comment on the Northern Flinders Ranges policy and zoning arrangements as outlined in the 'seeking a balance' document referred to in the website below -

http://www.minerals.pir.sa.gov.au/public_notices/northern_flinders_ranges_project


May I suggest the Arkaroola area deserves total protection and preservation for future generations, rather than applying a regulatory framework which results in areas currently protected under environmental class A provisions re-zoned for exploration and mining activities.

I wish to outline some of the reasons this areas deserves total protection, and question if these issues have been adequately addressed in the 'seeking a balance' document.

· The limited water resources of the region and the impact of mining on these resources. Has the hydro-geology of the region been adequately investigated to confirm water supplies in conservation areas will not be impacted by mining activities? 

· The Arkaroola region is a rare part of the state relatively unaffected by human activity. This offers great opportunities for the protection of remnant populations of native flora and fauna including many rare and threatened species in areas that are relatively weed-free. Are you confident this can be achieved in the context of the 'seeking a balance' report? 

· The area provides one of the last remaining corridors for native wildlife in the region which I suggest has not been considered as part of the 'seeking a balance' report. 

· Have the local Indigenous people of the region (the Adnyamathanha People) been consulted as part of 'seeking a balance' ? I have not seen any reference in the report to the consultation undertaken with the traditional owners. 

· Have the many significant tourism activities been considered as part of 'seeking a balance' ? For example the areas offers one of the last remaining 'dark sky' areas ideally suited for astronomy in a region with clear skies for most of the year. 



Please reconsider your proposal to allow mining activities in the Northern Flinders Ranges and provide full protection to this small but extremely significant part of South Australia.


Yours Faithfully,


Adrian Swiatnik
(personal contact details deleted)


