 



From: John Hunt [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Friday, 29 January 2010 10:31 AM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Seeking A balance - Submission by John Hunt
Jason Irving
Manager Policy and Planning
 

In response to the proposals outlined in the 'Seeking A Balance' report I wish to lodge my opposition to mining in much of the study area.
 

The proposition that limited mining is to be allowed in wilderness areas is an unacceptable dilution of the concept of a wilderness area.
 

The proposed designation of of detailed access zones is clearly designed to allow for the future underground mining of access area 1in particular. 
 

This is presumably predicated on a model whereby underground mine access is gained from the eastern plains area adjacent the study area. 
 

Should this involve as I suspect the creation of substantial open cut mining on the adjacent plains ( thereby allowing the construction of mine access westward under study zone 1) then I am opposed to the proposed zones.
 

Mining in the adjacent plains should be restricted to the existing in situ mining operations as currently approved for the Beverley mine.
 

The purple zone should be expanded to include the surrounding green zone ( access area 2) and more extensive buffer areas prescribed around the enlarged purple zone. This should include the protection of the plains area ( outside of the study area) from open cut mining  so as to protect the contributing vistas and character and natural environment that contrubute to the character and environment of the access zone one area.
 

The current 'balanced approach' simply demonstrates a lack of commitment to maintaining the natural environment of the study area , a lack of leadership and vision and a sellout to mining interests.
 

It is beholden on the State Government to exercise strong leadership on this issue and definatively protect this wilderness area rather than propose a compromise solution that seeks to placate the intersts of all stakeholders but ends up with a compromised solution for all.
 

Please demonstrate leadership and long term committment to protection of the the study area and surrounding contributing plains area by expanding the extent of access zone one - at the very least.
 

Regards
 

John Hunt
(personal contact details deleted)
