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SEEKING A BALANCE


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above publication. 

WE OPPOSE ANY MINING IN THE ARKAROOLA WILDERNESS SANCTUARY.

When a government talks of “balance” it is generally a euphemism for “appeasement”. This is the easy way out of trying to please everyone but pleasing no one. (eg. Forest Agreements). We expect our governments to act firmly.


When a region is undoubtedly a “Jewel in the Crown” of tourist destinations and full of natural wonder for current and future generations it should be declared out of bounds to ANY mining ventures. Australia is already a leading mining nation and with almost limitless areas capable of producing an extensive range of minerals, why mine in such a precious area?


Such statements as “unless I am satisfied”, and “world’s best practise”, carry little confidence to the Australian population. One thinks of the Murray Darling Basin and the preservation of Old Growth Forests catastrophes to be convinced that governments are not considering the long term values such a wilderness area provides for this and future generations. In today’s ever-increasing demands, when we already have a declared and managed sanctuary, it would seem prudent to keep it as such.


We were planning a long-delayed trip to the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and were alarmed to read that this area was under threat of mining. We have never been to Arkaroola but it is recommended so highly that we promised to visit it. A future visit would certainly be diminished at the thought of uranium mining in these sensitive areas. Could it retain the same attraction? 


So we support the objections put forward by people more capable to comment on the details of the report, but in particular, 

1. The credibility of the survey by Scenic Solutions to establish landscape values seems highly questionable.   

2.   The lack of connectivity of corridors for flora and fauna

3.   The large amounts of water needed for mining in this arid area.  

Jim and Cheryl Gallagher
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