 

From: Mendes and Curry (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Saturday, 5 December 2009 11:07 AM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Re Policy document "Seeking a balance..."
Dear Mr Irving

 

I would like to express the following comments re the above policy document:

 

Re Zoning and Conditions

 

The proposed mining /resource development points are at odds with protection values in both Access Zone 2a and 2b.

 

Allowing for a mining proposals and infrastructure on a case by case basis leaves the area vulnerable to potential exploitation by the mining industry and the values of the decision makers involved.

 

By allowing for proposals it places greater value on mining rather than cultural, wilderness and tourism values.While offering public consultation the policy approach risks being tokenistic.

 

The maps indicate that the high biodiversity values occur in similar zones to high mineral prospectivity which is an inherent conflict of values.

 

My assessment of the proposal suggests that cultural and biodiversity values will always risk being compromised without definitive and total protection. 

These values  will be subject to idiosyncratic and political decision making depending on the values of the decision makers at the time.

 

The mining industry is a powerful lobby group which places pressure on decision makers to accommodate potential lucrative explorations.

It will be difficult for the Adnyamathana people etc to lobby etc with similar effectiveness.

 

There is little difference in the policy between the "No high impact activities accepted ' and "Low impact activities accepted " for proposed mining development.

 

There is no evidence of intent of direct consultation with the Adnyamathana people  who have a 'living connection' with the land. The approach to public consultation may place barriers to their participation.

 

My analysis of the policy document  indicates that the policy fails to definitively secure protection for biodiversity and the cultural values of the Indigenous population.

 

 

Regards 

 

Pauline Mendes



