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Director, Mineral Resources

Primary Industries and Resources SA

GPO Box 1671

Adelaide SA 5001

and

Mr Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning

Department for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047

Adelaide SA 5001

SUBJECT: Response to “Seeking a Balance — Conservation and resource use in the Northern
Flinders Ranges”

Dear Dr. Tyne and Mr. Irving.

I am fortunate to have had the opportunity to read the document “Seeking a Balance — Conservation
and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges” — it is impressive - but the content does not
reassure me of the Government’s honourable and rational intentions for the Arkaroola Wilderness
Sanctuary region.

The proposals offered therein, particularly the outline given for Zoning and Conditions and the
Proposed Management Zones map on pages 14 & 15, clearly contradict the majority of statements
made elsewhere in the document. “Secking a Balance” appears to support an intention to provide
‘mining companies with greater ease of access and government condoned opportunity to escalate their
‘mineral exploration and mining activities in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region.

Interestingly. the mapping of and Conditions of the Access Zones shown on pages 14 & 15, appear to
correspond largely with the areas within which Marathon Resources Limited has been operating in
recent times. Iam that Marath Limited was granted a Lease renewal to
continue their mineral exploration and mining activities within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary
given their gross misconduct and total disrespect for the current Conditions (as per Planning Act 1993,
reference to Northern Flmders Ranges). “Seeking a Balance” appears to be offering an even greater
reward for their mi: ! Tam d that this may ially reflect a conflict of interest.

1 perceive that an enormous disparity between the emphases given to the “values™ of (1) Landscape,
Biodiversity, Wilderness, Cultural and Tourism and (2) Mineral prospectivity, mineral occurrences and
mmea is apparent. I; this because the data collection from scientific studies of the area may be

and i isleading? No mention is made of a very important issue for the
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary region — water. Surely such an extremely scarce and highly desirable
resource requires much greater consideration when drafting proposed policy changes.

I reflect on the experiences I have had over the past 30 years with numerous visits to the Arkaroola
Wilderness Sanctuary and my extensive travels throughout Australia and I have never been so much in
awe of my surroundings anywhere else other than at the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. I am certain
that the greater majority of many thousands of visitors/tourists who have visited the Arkaroola




[image: image2.jpg]Wilder Sanctuary will echo my sentiments. The many Guest Books that have been filled with
comments over the years are testaments to the many intrinsic values of the Arkaroola Wilderne:

Sanctuary region.

ect.

ion of unequalled rugged and fragile beauty that pleads for our unconditional res

[ respectfully request that the proposed Management Policies, as offered in the document “Seeking a
Balance” be discarded and any amendments to the Planning Act 1993 (Northern Flinders Ranges)
reflect substantial restrictions that will ensure there are no mining activities allowable in the Arkaroola
Wilderness Sanctuary region.

Sincerely,

Bernard Pieper




