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Wednesday, 25 November 2009

Dr Matt W. Hayward

Regional Ecologist – South-east

Australian Wildlife Conservancy

(personal contact details deleted)
Jason Irving

Manager, Policy and Planning 

Department for Environment and Heritage

GPO Box 1047

ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear Jason

Comments on Seeking a Balance: Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges
Thanks very much for the opportunity to comment on this draft plan.  It is great to see planning occurring on large scales such as this.  

The key issue that leaps out at me is the opportunity to link areas of high biodiversity/conservation value.  The proposed management zones connect the Arkaroola area (3) with the Vulkathunha – Gammon Ranges National Park beautifully, however they leave the Mount Painter (2) and Mawson Plateau (1) areas as islands in a sea of mines and agriculture.  It is likely that such isolation leads to extinction debts that will ultimately render these areas of high existing biodiversity value of low value.  Consequently, I would have thought it would be enormously beneficial to fill in the gaps (which are generally less than 4 km wide) to create one contiguous area with minimal edge effects.  Otherwise, you are promoting further / continued fragmentation of the environment.
I also wonder whether there is an opportunity to introduce some active conservation management operations?  Things like pest animal control, revegetation plans etc might be highly beneficial add-ons to the existing program.

I hope this is useful.

Yours sincerely

(personal details deleted)
Matt

