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Submission: Seeking a Balance for Mining in Arkaroola
To
Email: jason.irving@sa.gov.au 
Mr Jason Irving 
Manager Policy and Planning 
Department for Environment and Heritage 
 
I want have to my opinion registered that exploration and mining, and in particular uranium mining, has the potential to seriously damage Arkaroola’s acclaimed tourism operation. 
 
Arkaroola is an area of high conservation value in South Australia. Arkaroola is now known as Arkaroola Wilderness  Sanctuary, with official sanctuary status under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 
 
I am very concerned about the water use of a mine. The hydrology of the Flinders Ranges is highly complex. The relationship between aquifers, the surface springs and recharge rates requires investigation so they are not put at risk.
 
In a submission to the Australian Government in 2007, Marathon 
Resources advised that it would require 5·5 million litres a day for 
processing activities should a mining application be approved in 
the future. 
 
The company would seek water from a  variety of sources on the plains and in the ranges. Any approval to extract this measure of water from the region would contravene the government’s own targets and prescriptions around the  sustainable use of  water resources. It is vital that ecosystems like that in Arkaroola, enduring  periods of drought as it did through the 10 years to summer 2008/9, not have their water resources compromised.
 
I believe that Arkaroola’s water needs to be given the highest level of 
protection. 
 
Through Seeking a Balance, the government plans to introduce  
a new regulatory framework that will likely see parts of the  
Arkaroola landscape, currently protected under Environmental 
Class A provisions, re-zoned for standard exploration and 
mining activities. This is totally unacceptable.
 
The iconic features of Mount Painter and Mt Gee must be protected from invasive activity such as mining. 
 
Arkaroola remains relatively weed-free, with weeds mostly 
restricted to day visitor areas and watercourses in the southern and south-eastern sections of the property.  This situation would change dramatically with the incursion of mining activity in the region as exploration and mining increases the risk of weed introduction.
 
Even after a decade of drought, the integrity of Arkaroola’s native vegetation, particularly in the Mount Painter zone is highly rated. A fragmented zoning arrangement for sections of this highland area provides little assurance that this will continue.
 
Arkaroola had the shortest grazing history of any pastoral 
property in the Northern Flinders Ranges. Much of the 
sanctuary’s heartland has never carried livestock and plant 
communities are intact. Great topographic variation provides  
a wealth of micro-climates and environmental niches. There 
is great potential for remnant populations of small mammals 
to have survived on Arkaroola. 
 
Some of the wildest, most elevated, least modified and most 
biodiverse landscapes in the Flinders Ranges occur in north- 
eastern districts. Five properties with contiguous landholding  provide refuge for remnant, endemic, rare and threatened species, some of which are found nowhere else in the world. They also provide a corridor of connectivity for the movement of dispersing rock-wallabies.  
 
With its unique geology and landforms, lack of weediness, intact 
plant communities, and position as the northernmost protected 
area in the Flinders Ranges, Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is a 
critical part of a greater Northern Flinders corridor. Despite this, in 
developing the Seeking a Balance  framework, the South  Australian Government has failed to deliver appropriate levels of protection for individual species and ignores its own policies that advocate landscape scale conservation
 
The new framework, it is claimed, will balance 
resource use and conservation, and provide more 
certainty for mining and exploration companies, 
landholders, traditional owners and the community. 
 
 I believe that Seeking a Balance is inconsistent with other  natural resource management policies, is flawed in its methodology, and is skewed toward exploration and mining at the expense of the environment.  It is appalling that people like me have to respond in this way to something that should be so far from reality as to be a poor joke. Unfortunately the proposals are real and scary.

 
Yours sincerely 
 
Meredith Reardon




