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PO Box 166
ALDGATE  SA    5154

January 28, 2010
Mr. J. Irving

Manager Planning and Policy

Department for Environment and Heritage

GPO Box 1047

ADELAIDE  SA    5001

Dear Mr. Irving

Seeking a Balance – Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary
The publication Seeking a Balance : Conservation and Resource Use in the Northern Flinders Ranges requires Government to seek a balance between the conflicting interests of mining and conservation.

We are not opposed to activity that enables the State to benefit from the mining and export, or value adding, of its natural resources.  However we are totally opposed to the prospect of any mining activity taking place in the fragile eco-system unique to Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

The choice for Government in this situation is simply between short term economic gain and long term irreversible environmental destruction, and protection of an iconic wilderness area.  There should be no doubt about the decision a Government with vision, a Government seeking an international standing on matters environmental, would make.
Just 2.5% of known uranium deposits in South Australia is within the sanctuary.  The ore-body would be removed in around 9 years.  But the resulting destruction of unique sections of South Australia’s environmental heritage will last forever.  No Government, no Minister, no Departmental Head would welcome the legacy of having made the decision to destroy a rare and precious piece of South Australia’s environment.
It is inconceivable to us that any Government could justify allowing a mining venture to win a small quantity of uranium oxide while degrading a fragile environment. Certainly the estimated $150 million royalties offers no justification.

South Australia has many excellent National Parks that between them conserve a range of the State’s natural and built heritage.  It needs to be understood that these Parks do not manage all that needs to be preserved for future generations.  Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary more than simply complements our Parks.  The sanctuary is home to natural land formations, flora and fauna, uncommon to the State and not found anywhere else in the Flinders Ranges.

No matter how careful the planning, how diligent the plan execution, there can be no doubting  that any mining within the sanctuary would cause irreversible damage to its fragile and unique wilderness value.  Scenic beauty, animal and flora habitat, and water and air pollution would be the inevitable consequence of mining equipment, vehicles and workforce..

Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is a highly suited land area for category Zone 1 endorsement under the sensible zoning initiatives of the Class A Environmental Classifications as proposed.
Among other concerns for Arkaroola should mining be permitted there are:


- the mining company requirement of 5.5 million litres of water daily 

- lack of biodiversity corridors for the yellow footed rock wallaby colonies despite the DEH Nature  Link programme

- rezoning some areas of scenic value to Access 3
- no recognition of the compounding impact of mining on flora and fauna already threatened by years of drought conditions
In summary the Friends of Flinders Ranges National Park request decision makers, both political and departmental, to decide in favour of long term retention of a unique environmental heritage area of the State over short term minimal gains from mining uranium oxide.   South Australia cannot afford the loss of any ecologically unique area.  To tamper with the fragile and iconic Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary by allowing mining would amount to environmental vandalism on a grand scale.
Yours Sincerely
     Tony Bott     
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