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                 Dear Dr Tyne

SEEKING A BALANCE

SUBMISSION

As owners and managers of Warraweena, a property east of Old Beltana which is managed for conservation under a Management Plan written with advice from, and the approval of, relevant officers of the Department of Environment and Planning, we are concerned with some aspects of this document. 
Warraweena is completely ignored in this document. Does this imply that it is of no value as far as conservation is concerned? Wetlands & Wildlife disputes this.When Wetlands & Wildlife bought the lease of Warraweena in 1996 it was with the knowledge that the property was never to be returned to grazing and would be managed for conservation. Under the rules of our Company its conservation status must be maintained in perpetuity. Its future as a conservation area is as assured as it would be were it government owned. 
Warraweena contains land of great natural beauty and has valuable biological, geological and historic assets. Through our manager, Warraweena is actively involved in Operation Bounceback and, as a result of this, the number of both colonies and individuals of Yellow-footed Rock-wallabies is increasing. Warraweena also supports a healthy population of Menzell’s Wattle just to the north-east of Mt. Hack. This population is made up of over 100 individuals of varying age. Some of the few remaining Slender Bell Fruit Trees in the northern Flinders are present on Warraweena. Warraweena also encompasses outcrops of the Ediacaran fossil fauna as well as the historic Cadnia/Sliding Rock mine site. There are other areas of cultural significance, particularly to the Adnyamathanha People. As best as can be seen from the maps, which constitute the bulk of this document, it is only of moderate landscape quality (I can only assume the authors have never visited the site – much of it matches any in the northern Flinders), although it does seem to be acknowledged that it has several spots of high biodiversity value. Unfortunately the maps are extremely difficult to navigate through and the colours on the landscape quality map do not match those of the legend. It is quite extraordinary that, according to the map, there is nowhere in the Northern Flinders Ranges that warrants the highest rating. It would be interesting to see what criteria were used. Perhaps those that decree no landscape without water can be given the highest rating; this is probably not appropriate in the Australian context.
It would be pleasing to see Warraweena mentioned in the section on eco-tourism too. This contributes to the financial resources needed for our conservation efforts on the property as well as the local economy.

It is disappointing that zoning is restricted north-eastern sector of the region. The statement under the heading “Outlier Areas” that these will be classified Zone 2a (geological) or 2b (biodiversity) is of little meaning given that the areas of “biodiversity value” are so very poorly defined on the maps and those of “geological value” do not appear anywhere in the document. It would also be interesting to know why biodiversity is considered to be less important than Geological Monuments, especially when it is acknowledged that “there is a high abundance of national and state conservation rated and endemic species” in the region. It should also be noted that these species are not necessarily represented in either Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park or Arkaroola nor are they necessarily restricted to those two areas.
As a conservation company listed on the Australian Government’s Register of Environmental Organisations Wetlands & Wildlife is extremely disappointed that Arkaroola is not afforded more protection. This Sanctuary, which was among the pioneers of conservation in the Northern Flinders, should be given as stringent protection as any conservation area owned by a government agency. Its values were recognised long ago by Reg Sprigg and his legacy to the public should be respected.
The document states that “stakeholder input is however needed to ensure that the management zones are the best possible arrangements …..”. Wetlands & Wildlife would welcome any opportunity to provide “inputs” before this policy is finalised and certainly before any future policies for mining in this iconic region are set. 
Yours sincerely,

Janice White

Director, Wetlands & Wildlife

(personal contact details deleted)
18th December 2009.

