 



From: colin carslake [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Friday, 11 December 2009 10:02 AM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Arkaroola Sanctuary and Mining.
Mr Jason Irving.
 
Dear Jason.
 
I wish to express my grave concerns at the proposed plan for the Northern Flinders Ranges. Firstly, while I welcome the very limited Access Zone 1 areas to be "preserved", I believe that the Access Zones 2a and especially 2b are totally inadequate for such an iconic unique area as this. Arkaroola is not only a private Sanctuary created by the foresight and hard work of Reg Sprigg and his family, but an area of National and International importance, and the whole of this area should be set aside, free from any mining exploration or mining activities, now or in the future. Admittedly there has been various mining in the past, and the many tracks, etc are evidence of this. However in this arid area such activities will take many years, possibly centuries, to disappear from the landscape, if ever!
 
Surely in this state there are countless areas that could be explored and mined without having to resort to this within our wonderful Flinders Ranges. Once Arkaroola is opened to mining, then the damage will be done and there will be no limit, regardless of whatever Access Zones are in place after December 19. Future governments and their agencies can and will change these Zones if mining explorations continue, and minerals are located within its boundaries. One only has to study our history of conservation in South Australia to see that no place is sacred or preserved once mining is permitted.
 
For the benefit of our children and generations to come, I implore you to reconsider the Zones allocated in the plan, and to extend the protected Zone 1 to cover all of Arkaroola, and to link it to the Zone 1 area covering the Mawson Plateau. This should and must be the absolute minimum! This would then provide an unbroken area of protection including the Gammon Ranges right through to the Mawson Plateau and Freeling Heights.
 
Thank you in anticipation of your favourable consideration of my concerns, and it is hoped that sanity will prevail in this matter.
 
Yours Sincerely.
 
Colin W Carslake, family and friends.
(personal contact details deleted) 
email:- (personal contact details deleted)
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