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severely, making harvest difficult under 
certain conditions. Languedoc generally 
exceeds Blanchefleur’s grain yield in 
350 mm and less rainfall areas. Its hard 
seed content is generally around 5–10%, 
and it is susceptible to rust and ascochyta 

MoravaA

Morava is a rust-resistant late-flowering 
vetch with a nil hard seed content. Grain 
yield is superior to other vetches in the 
high rainfall areas, and to Blanchefleur, 
Languedoc and Cummins in all other 
areas in the presence of rust. It is larger 
seeded and more resistant to shattering 
than other vetch varieties. The anti-
nutritional factor (BCN) levels are lower 
than Blanchefleur and Languedoc. Morava 
produces higher herbage yields than all 
other vetch varieties except for Namoi. 
Morava is later flowering and maturing 
than Blanchefleur and grain yield will be 
reduced in environments with dry finishes, 
prone to spring drought or areas prone to 
late disease outbreaks of botrytis. Morava 
is moderately resistant to ascochyta.

RasinaA (SA 34719)
Rasina is a new soft-seeded vetch from the 

SARDI Vetch Breeding Unit with potential 
to replace Languedoc and Blanchefleur 
for low to medium rainfall grain crops. 
Rasina is earlier than Blanchefleur and 
10 to 15 days earlier than Morava. A 
significant advantage over Languedoc 
and Blanchefleur is Rasina’s resistance 
to rust and ascochyta. However, Rasina is 
not expected to replace Morava in higher 
rainfall districts or for hay production. The 
level of anti-nutritional factor is 0.6–0.8 
compared to 0.9–1.6 in Blanchefleur and 
Languedoc. Rasina possesses a distinctive 
uniform dark brown speckled seed coat 
with greenish cotyledons. Seed of Rasina 
was released in limited quantities to 
growers in 2006.

Popany (Vicia villosa Subsp. banghalensis)
Popany is purple vetch. Grain yield 

is significantly lower than yield from 
common vetch varieties. However, seeds 
are around 40% smaller than seeds from 
common vetch varieties, and seeding rate 
is the same 30–40% lower (30–35 kg/ha) 
than seeding rate for common vetches. 
Grain from this variety cannot be used 
to feed any livestock, but grain can be 
used as a bird feed in a mix with other 
recommended grains. This variety can 

be grazed after 10 node stage to podding 
time. It is recommended that grazing does 
not occur earlier, or after the plants begin 
to develop seed pods.

Popany is a late maturity variety, >125 
days from seeding to podding. It is a good 
variety in mid- to high rainfall areas for 
hay or silage. Popany has 15–25% of hard 
seeds. This variety is resistant to rust but 
susceptible to ascochyta and chocolate 
spot. Seed coat is black with distinctive 
white hilum.

Table 3. Variety characteristics of selected vetch varieties.

Variety Maturity Yield potential Flower 
colour

Shattering 
resistance

Hard 
seed %

Disease reaction

Grain Hay Botrytis Rust Ascochyta
Blanchefleur Mid High Mod White MS Low S S MS
Cummins Early–mid High Mod White MS Low–mod S S S
Languedoc Early High Mod Purple MS Low–mod S VS S

MoravaA Late High High Purple MR Nil VS R MR

RasinaA Early High Mod Purple MR Low S R R

Vicia villosa Subsp. banghalensis
Popany Very late Low High Purple S Moderate VS R S

Mod = moderate, R = resistant, MR = moderately resistant, MS = moderately susceptible, S = susceptible, VS = very susceptible 

Table 4. Grain yields of vetch varieties at SA vetch breeding sites expressed as a percentage of Blanchefleur yield 
(SARDI data, 2005).

Variety Blythe Kingsford Lameroo Peake
Yield % BF Yield % BF Yield % BF Yield % BF

Blanchefleur 3.00 100 3.17 100 3.40 100 2.47 100
Cummins 2.63 88 3.41 108 2.71 80 2.03 82
Languedoc 1.97 66 3.78 119 2.56 75 1.69 69

MoravaA 3.18 106 3.15 99 3.02 89 2.33 95

RasinaA 3.47 116 3.06 97 4.61 136 3.40 138

Mean 2.85 3.32 3.26 2.39

Table 5. Dry matter yields of vetch varieties at SA vetch breeding sites expressed as a percentage of Blanchefleur 
yield (SARDI data, 2005).

Blythe Charlick Kingsford
Variety DM yield % BF DM yield % BF DM yield % BF
Blanchefleur 4.52 100 6.04 100 6.72 100

MoravaA 5.02 111 6.56 109 7.58 113

Popany 2.50 55 4.20 69 6.70 100

RasinaA 4.92 109 6.45 107 6.81 101

Mean 4.24 5.81 6.95


