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Carbon trading update 
 
Recent changes to the South Australian 
Property Act 2000 have legalised the 
separation of carbon ownership from the 
ownership of the trees. As of July 1 
2007 you no longer need to own the tree 
to own the carbon of that tree. Now land, 
vegetation and carbon can all be owned 
separately. This is a legal separation of 
the vegetation from the carbon, which is 
registered on a Forestry Property 
Agreement.  
 
A Forest Property Agreement has some 
minimum standards. Some of the 
minimum requirements state that the 
agreement must be made under the Act, 
it is associated with a clearly defined 
area that includes a map, it must 
describe the present and future 
vegetation/forest cover that it applies to 
and it must specify a date at which the 
agreement may terminate.  
 
There are many regulations that apply to 
a Forest Property Agreement and these 
must be included. Other rights can also 
be included for each of the owners such 
as access to the land, which you can put 
on the land title through the agreement. 
You must get legal advice, most likely 
from your land conveyancer, as the 
regulations are extensive.  
 
The form to register the Forest Property 
Agreement is available through any 
conveyancer. The form is simple, but the 
detail needs to be explicitly described. It 
costs approximately $100 to register a 
forestry property agreement with the 
Lands Titles Office. 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 1 Young eucalypt plantation suitable 
for carbon credits. 
 
This separation is necessary to sell the 
carbon rights that the trees sequester. 
The market is still very immature and 
you should be diligent and cautious. The 
seller of the carbon rights has 
obligations to ensure that carbon 
remains on site and will have to buy 
back carbon rights if the site is not 
revegetated after harvesting or a fire 
destroys the trees. Measurements and 
reports may be required to confirm the 
quantity of carbon stored at the site and 
this would be the responsibility of the 
carbon seller unless otherwise 
negotiated. 
 
For more information on Forest Property 
Agreements please contact Neill Lean of 
PIRSA Forestry on 8463 6137 or email 
lean.neill@saugov.sa.gov.au  
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 Australian Forest Growers 
Green Triangle Meeting – 
Update 
 
A meeting was held by the local branch 
of the AFG on 30 May 2007 to discuss 
the proposed Lower Limestone Coast 
Water Allocation Plan (WAP) and Farm 
Forestry/ Forestry propositions. 
 
Background: 
 
Plantations have been declared a water 
affecting activity and in the South East 
they need to be accounted for in the 
2007 Water Allocation Plan (WAP) along 
with other water users such as irrigators 
and domestic users. The 2007 WAP 
proposes that plantations will require a 
water licence. A recent paper prepared 
by the NRM Board implicated Farm 
Forestry as requiring a water licence. 
The AFG has made representations to 
the NRM staff and this meeting 
discussed the current state of 
discussions. 
 
Meeting: 
For AFG members, the main concern is 
the proposal that farm forestry will be 
disciplined in the same manner as large 
commercial forest growers. AFG, PIRSA 
Forestry and staff from the NRM Board 
have agreed/ and disagreed on some 
key points, which were discussed 
thoroughly at the meeting. 
 

 
Figure 2 Example of farm forestry less than 
10 percent of arable land. 
 
A few of the key points of interests 
that were agreed upon: 
 

·  The exclusion for farm forestry 
from requiring offset against the 

threshold area or a water 
allocation is limited to 10% of the 
arable land, calculated as follows: 
(land area - area of native 
vegetation – area of lakes – area 
of existing farm forestry – area of 
existing plantations) as at 31 
December 2004. 

·  The 10% farm forestry may be 
planted as a single block where 
land holdings are contiguous, or 
where there are multiple land 
holdings managed as a single 
farming entity. 

·  If it meets the definition of farm 
forestry, then first 10% of farm 
forestry established is exempt 
from requiring threshold or a 
water allocation, any additional 
farm forestry areas established 
above 10% to be accounted for 
via threshold or offset against a 
water allocation. 

·  Include “small commercial 
growers” in the water budget, 
exclude “farm forestry”. 

 
Figure 3 Farm forestry is more than just 
trees. 

 
During the meeting it was proposed that 
all concerns and issues, regarding water 
allocations and their impacts on farm 
forestry would be voiced in a letter, 
addressed to the South East Natural 
Resource Management Board. Further 
information is pending the response 
from the South East Natural Resource 
Management Board. 
 



3 

Native woodlots and seed 
orchards project 
 
A Natural Resources Management 
project that involves PIRSA Forestry, 
Greening Australia, Port MacDonnell 
Landcare Group and Mimosa Farm 
Trees has received funding from the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry National Landcare Programme. 
The project will establish native 
woodlots and seed orchards in the 
South East. This will aid conservation by 
providing local provenance seed 
sources for revegetation projects 
reducing the pressure on remnant 
sources. A number of sites will be 
established that will also provide local 
species firewood.  

 
Figure 4 Seed collection. 
 
The first stage has begun. Those 
growers involved have been contacted 
and seed collection planning is 
underway. A demonstration site is being 
established so growers can see first 
hand what is involved. Over the next 
year seed collection, growing of 
seedlings, site preparation and planting 
of a number of sites will create a 
network of native woodlots and seed 
orchards across the South East.  
 
A management guide will be produced 
to assist in the establishment of a native 
woodlot and seed orchard for the 
growers involved and anyone interested 
in developing their own. More 
information regarding this project will be 
provided as it becomes available. 

 

Radiata pine Field day in the 
Upper South East 
 
We are planning a field day for spring in 
the Upper South East focussing on 
radiata pine. Items that will be discussed 
and demonstrated include harvesting 
and the benefits of tree marking; Pre 
Commercial Thinning to improve young 
stands to produce better products at first 
thinning; and trialling of radiata pine 
provenances for low rainfall farm 
forestry in the Upper South East. More 
details will be available closer to the 
date. If you are interested please 
contact Clinton Sim by September 21. 

Figure 5 Pre Commercial Thinning in a six 
year old plantation. 

 
 
Email address 
 
For ease of providing you with 
information efficiently, could you please 
provide us with your email address? 
 
Often we get information about 
meetings, or have updates to newsletter 
items, or receive other relevant 
information that we would like to pass 
onto you as quickly as possible. It is 
best if we can email this sort of 
information out to everyone. 
 
We have a generic email address that 
you can send your queries to: 
 
pirsaforestry@saugov.sa.gov.au  
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PIRSA Forestry Website 
 
We now have our website up and 
running on the PIRSA website. Please 
check it out at: 
 
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/forestry/home  
 

 
Figure 6 PIRSA Forestry website. 
 
Staff News 
Forest Officer – Farm Forestry, Dale 
Wenham will transfer to our Adelaide 
Office on August 27. Other staff 
members will be covering his role. If you 
would normally have contacted Dale in 
regards to your forestry issues please 
Clinton Sim. 
 
Newsletter 
Please let us know if you do not wish to 
receive this newsletter. 
 
PIRSA Forestry Officers can be 
contacted regarding anything in this 
newsletter and any queries of forest 
management that you may have.  We 
can provide you with advice and if 
needed visit your plantation.  

PIRSA Forestry Contact Details: 
 
Email Address 
 
pirsaforestry@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
Facsimile  (08) 8723 1941 
 
Sue Shaw, 
Manager, Science, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1229 
Mobile 0408 876 116 
shaw.sue@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Charlma Phillips, 
Principal Forest Health Scientist, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1231 
phillips.charlma@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
Peta Crewe, 
Forestry Development Advisor, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1224 
Mobile 0427 012 510 
crewe.peta@saugov.sa.gov.au   
 
Sharn Lucas,   
Biodiversity Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1223 
Mobile 0427 005 200 
lucas.sharn@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Clinton Sim, 
Coordinator Forestry Development, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1227 
Mobile 0417 865 546 
sim.clinton@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Josh Driscoll, 
Forest Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1228 
Mobile 0417 865 961 
driscoll.joshua@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Adrian Agars, 
Forestry Development Support Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1225 
Mobile 0407 799 056 
agars.adrian@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 


