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Confidential 2010 Data Summary of the South Australian Recreational 
Charter Boat Fishery 

September 2010 
 

Number of Active Charter Boat Operators 

Table 1: The number of charter boat licence holders active in the fishery 

 
August 2005 
to June 2006 

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Number Active 
Licence Holders 

78 81 78 79 77 

Numbers of Charter Boat Clients and Trip Days 
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Figure 1: The number of charter boat clients and trip days per month 

Table 2: The number of charter boat clients and trip days by financial year period 

 
August 2005 
to June 2006 

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Number of Clients 19,540 21,697 21,962 21,430 21,816 
Number of Trip days 3,286 3,632 3,651 3,572 3,693 

*There are 4 outstanding returns that could not be included in this period. 
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The Average Number of Trip Days per Month and the Average Number of Clients per 

Trip per Licence 
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Figure 2: The average number of trip days per month and the average number of clients per trip per licence 

Table 3: The average number of trip days per month and the average number of clients per trip 

 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Month 
Trip 
Days 

Clients/
Trip 

Trip 
Days 

Clients/
Trip 

Trip 
Days 

Clients/
Trip 

Trip 
Days 

Clients/
Trip 

Trip 
Days 

Clients/
Trip 

July - - 2.66 5.27 2.95 5.13 2.38 5.07 2.05 4.23 
August 2.29 5.15 3.50 5.69 3.15 5.71 2.68 5.48 1.94 4.67 
September 3.22 5.45 3.78 5.37 3.57 5.87 3.21 6.23 2.53 4.79 
October 5.06 5.78 6.16 5.70 5.55 5.82 5.23 5.92 5.18 5.96 
November 4.05 5.89 3.61 6.13 3.44 5.63 4.00 6.23 2.75 5.01 
December 8.38 6.38 8.93 6.33 9.69 6.32 9.58 6.31 9.27 6.42 
January 8.09 6.37 8.38 6.08 8.87 6.13 10.17 6.19 8.22 6.52 
February 6.75 6.07 6.56 5.74 5.68 5.97 5.68 6.00 5.13 6.21 
March 7.24 5.69 6.76 6.11 7.30 6.24 7.17 5.89 5.70 5.78 
April 6.00 5.87 6.84 6.13 6.31 6.09 6.45 5.92 5.62 5.53 
May 4.30 5.41 2.96 5.70 4.82 5.96 5.32 5.72 3.76 5.81 
June 3.21 5.39 3.72 6.00 3.32 5.51 2.60 5.51 2.95 5.65 
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Harvest Patterns for the Charter Boat Fishery 

Table 5: Species harvested and retained by financial year 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Albacore  63   

Australian Herring 1,218 886 2,718 2,864 3,247 

Australian Salmon 1,378 5,196 6,732 7,051 6,075 

Barracouta 305 100 225 183 151 

Blue Crab 1,256 974 1,424 1,497 1,383 

Blue Groper 27 37 101 49 81 

Blue Mackerel 185 137 212  1,118 

Blue Morwong 48 72 101  86 

Bronze Whaler Shark 35 24 39 11 23 

Cuttlefish 68 28 34 25 26 

Flathead 1,245 1,326 1,119 1,260 930 

Garfish 2,792 1,049 1,365 6,259 6,327 

Goulds Squid  74 120   

Gummy Shark 261 189 248 292 460 

King George Whiting, 40,986 48,412 52,531 54,563 49,928 

Knife Jaw      

Leather Jacket 1,564 2,000 1,932 1,969 1,850 

Ling 11 18 43 48  

Morwong 331 466 686 576 634 

Other - Aggregated Species* 176 210 181 315 273 

Other Or Mixed Species 21 101 28 12 0 

Parrotfish 369 361 608 717 1,059 

Razor Fish      

Red Mullet 2,582 1,535 2,373 2,059 1,770 

Bight Redfish 5,613 9,462 14,903 15,624 17,682 

Samson Fish 64 51 97 71 116 

School Shark 65 68 83 76 93 

School Whiting 1,410 492  580  

Snapper 30,762 23,337 34,439 30,830 31,764 

Snook 3,034 3,125 5,376 3,406 4,260 

Southern Bluefin Tuna 358 501 554 736 1,005 

Southern Calamary 2,326 2,289 2,137 2,244 3,348 

Southern Rock Lobster 63 0 23 48 55 

Striped Perch 132 103 85   

Swallowtail 570 1,198 4,930 6,509 5,896 

Sweep 1,392 1,390 2,177 3,449 2,809 

Trevally 1,957 3,318 3,796 3,465 4,693 

Weedy Whiting  40 47   

Yellowtail Kingfish 55 54 118 55 115 

Totals 103,758 109,642 143,254 147,991 147,779 
Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
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Table 6: The Number of legal sized King George whiting and snapper captured and released by financial 
year. 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

King George Whiting 1,579 1,353 2,260 1,677 1,186 

Snapper 1,788 2,034 4,643 4,039 3,464 

Table 7: The Number of undersize King George whiting and snapper captured and released by financial 
year. 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

King George Whiting 7,747 6,058 8,848 6,899 5,718 

Snapper 16,089 12,238 17,603 16,341 22,263 

 
Key Species Retained by Region 

Table 8: Gulf St Vincent/Kangaroo Island region key species retained by period 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon 857 4,903 6,145 6,429 5,759 
Blue Crab 366 723 553 690 494 
Garfish 1,247 378 803 1,638 3,247 
Gummy Shark 130 148 208 255 391 
King George Whiting 26,288 29,627 31,323 34,463 28,575 
Bight Redfish 4,122 8,167 12,439 13,910 13,819 
Samson Fish    33 93 
School Shark 37 50 71 55 77 
Snapper 10,720 9,788 13,841 13,934 12,800 
Snook 2,139 2,476 4,287 2,642 2,823 
Southern Bluefin Tuna 58 216  258 587 
Southern Calamary 1,459 1,671 1,462 765 1,786 
Trevally 1,646 2,504 2,518 2,872 3,765 

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 

Table 9: Spencer Gulf/Coffin Bay region key species retained by period 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon 428 273 446 497 279 
Blue Crab 812 184 773 714 887 
Garfish 1,545 611 560 4,621 3,080 
Gummy Shark    15 21 
King George Whiting 12,415 16,871 18,644 18,144 20,104 
Bight Redfish 249 223 490  1,509 
Samson Fish      
School Shark 8   15 6 
Snapper 15,090 11,390 17,775 15,724 16,958 
Snook 824 482 947 479 1,171 
Southern Bluefin Tuna 56 8 71 94 141 
Southern Calamary 861 590 536 1,407 1,476 
Trevally 224 691 703 399 555 

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
 

Table 10: West Coast region key species retained by period 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon 68  136   
Blue Crab      
Garfish 0 0  0 0 
Gummy Shark      
King George Whiting 2210 1,891 2,494 1,896 747 
Bight Redfish 968 813 1,247 911 1,559 
Samson Fish      
School Shark      
Snapper 3025 1,309 1,249 780 947 
Snook 53 78 104  142 
Southern Bluefin Tuna  28    
Southern Calamary      
Trevally 43  152   

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 



 

5 

 

 
Table 11: Victor Harbor/South East region key species retained by period 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Blue Crab 0 0 0 0 0 
Garfish 0  0 0 0 
Gummy Shark 93 28 22 12 34 
King George Whiting      
Bight Redfish 182    254 
Samson Fish 0 0 0 0 0 
School Shark 4   0  
Snapper 1,902 842 1,565 317  
Snook   0   
Southern Bluefin Tuna   120  188 
Southern Calamary   0 0  
Trevally      

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
 

Table 12: Other region key species retained by period 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Blue Crab      
Garfish      
Gummy Shark      
King George Whiting      
Bight Redfish  214 379   
Samson Fish      
School Shark      
Snapper      
Snook      
Southern Bluefin Tuna 145 131 66  79 
Southern Calamary      
Trevally      

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
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Key Species Retained by Region by Activity 

Table 13: All regions key species retained by period by method 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,353 5,186 6,718 7,032 6,057 
Offshore Scale Fishing   14  

Blue Crab      
Crab Netting 1,008 771 298 220  
Inshore Scale Fishing 248 203 1,126 1,277 1,253 

Garfish      
Crab Netting      
Inshore Scale Fishing 2,774 1,049 1,365 6,259 6,303 
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Gummy Shark      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 146 119 183 227 377 
Offshore Scale Fishing 114 70 64 65 83 

King George Whiting      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing 39,940 47,736 51,808 53,716 49,290 
Offshore Scale Fishing 968 674 716 845 620 

Bight Redfish      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing 108    6 
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,916 2,650 4,364 3,449 6,142 
Offshore Scale Fishing 3,482 6,778 10,504 12,175 11,534 

Samson Fish      
Game Fishing     2 
Inshore Scale Fishing   42 26 19
Offshore Scale Fishing 37 20 52 45 95 

School Shark      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 52 45 39 64 68 
Offshore Scale Fishing 12 23 44  24 

Snapper      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing     67 
Inshore Scale Fishing 24,736 19,455 29,190 25,603 28,256 
Offshore Scale Fishing 5,799 3,875 5,236 5,220 3,438 

Snook      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing 2,932 3,087 5,360 3,396 4,211 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Southern Bluefin Tuna      
Game Fishing 194 363 383 526 469 
Inshore Scale Fishing  41   68 
Offshore Scale Fishing 152 97 141 188 480 

Southern Calamary      
Crab Netting      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 2,267 2,265 2,096 2,208 3,312 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Trevally      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,182 2,566 3,284 2,401 3,656 
Offshore Scale Fishing 707 747 495 1,064 1,029 

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
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Table 14: Gulf St Vincent/Kangaroo Island region key species retained by period by method 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Inshore Scale Fishing 857 4,900 6,135 6,426 5,756 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Blue Crab      
Crab Netting  522   
Inshore Scale Fishing 40  436  

Garfish      
Crab Netting      
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,247 378 803 1,638 3,223 

Gummy Shark      
Inshore Scale Fishing 92 92 156 195 329 
Offshore Scale Fishing  56 51 60 62 

King George Whiting      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing 25,449 29,105 30,902 33,638 27,959 
Offshore Scale Fishing 766 520 414 823 616 

Bight Redfish      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,579 2,250 3,270 2,879 4,167 
Offshore Scale Fishing 2,436 5,912 9,159 11,031 9,582 

Samson Fish      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing    28 90 

School Shark      
Inshore Scale Fishing 29 31 32 43 56 
Offshore Scale Fishing  19   

Snapper      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing 7,917 6,631 9,763 9,040 9,495 
Offshore Scale Fishing 2,673 3,156 4,077 4,887 3,296 

Snook      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Inshore Scale Fishing 2,065 2,459 4,287 2,637 2,804 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Southern Bluefin Tuna      
Game Fishing  180   118 
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing    125  

Southern Calamary      
Crab Netting      
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,459 1,647 1,450 756 1,768 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Trevally      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Inshore Scale Fishing 889 1,788 2,170 1,929 2,812 
Offshore Scale Fishing  716 346 943 953 

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
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Table 15: Spencer Gulf/Coffin Bay region key species retained by period by method 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Inshore Scale Fishing 428 273 446 493 279 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Blue Crab      
Crab Netting 677    
Inshore Scale Fishing 135  657 626 804 

Garfish      
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,527 611 560 4,621 3,080 
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Gummy Shark      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing    15 19 
Offshore Scale Fishing      

King George Whiting      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 12,304 16,722 18,348 18,144 20,086 
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Bight Redfish      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing  138 322  922 
Offshore Scale Fishing     581 

Samson Fish      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing     

School Shark      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 7   15 6 

Snapper      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 14,476 11,258 17,122 15,724 16,909 
Offshore Scale Fishing 517     

Snook      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 812 482 947 479 1,171 

Southern Bluefin Tuna      
Game Fishing   68 49 100 
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Southern Calamary      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 803 590 536 1,407 1,476 
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Trevally      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 216 678 652 365 533 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
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Table 16: West Coast region key species retained by period by method 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 43  136  
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Blue Crab      
Crab Netting     
Inshore Scale Fishing     

Garfish      
Inshore Scale Fishing      

Gummy Shark      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing      

King George Whiting      
Inshore Scale Fishing 2,114 1,886 2,488 1,880 743 
Offshore Scale Fishing 96       

Bight Redfish      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 113 178 313 386 786 
Offshore Scale Fishing 852 635 934  

Samson Fish      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing      

School Shark      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Snapper      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 791 767 823 553 854 
Offshore Scale Fishing 2,234 542  227 

Snook      
Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing   99  
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Southern Bluefin Tuna      
Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Southern Calamary      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Trevally      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 
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Table 17: Victor Harbor/South East region key species retained by period by method 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Inshore Scale Fishing      

Garfish      
Inshore Scale Fishing      

Gummy Shark      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing      

King George Whiting      
Inshore Scale Fishing     

Bight Redfish      
Inshore Scale Fishing 152    
Offshore Scale Fishing      

School Shark      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Snapper      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing 1,527 799 1,477 284 990 
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Snook      
Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing     

Southern Bluefin Tuna      
Game Fishing     
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Southern Calamary      
Inshore Scale Fishing      

Trevally      
Inshore Scale Fishing     

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 

Table 18: Other region key species retained by period by method 

Species 
August 2005 to 

June 2006 
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Australian Salmon      
Inshore Scale Fishing     
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Gummy Shark      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing      

King George Whiting      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Bight Redfish      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Samson Fish      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing     

School Shark      
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Snapper      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Snook      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing      

Southern Bluefin Tuna      
Game Fishing  51 66  
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing      

Southern Calamary      
Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing     
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Trevally      
Deepwater Scale 
Fishing 

    
 

Game Fishing      
Inshore Scale Fishing      
Offshore Scale Fishing     

Denotes data where the species has been harvested but the licence count is less than 5 


