


knowledge of the agricultural and/or pastoral sector and an
affinity for people on the land.

� The Liaison Officer shall be responsible to the company
and should be familiar with all aspects and requirements of
the project.

� The Liaison Officer should be authorised to make
agreements and arrangements on behalf of the company.

� All project personnel, including contractors, should be
briefed on company policy and be aware of and comply
with the tenement conditions and agreements made with the
owner and occupier.

� The Liaison Officer should make direct contact to discuss
the exploration program with the landholder (the person
who has an interest in the land by way of freehold title,
leasehold interest or holds land under some form of
dedicated reservation, i.e. park, road reserve, easement,
etc.) before exploration commences.

� If possible, the field program should be made flexible
enough to fit in with the often more rigid timetable of the
landholder, e.g. reaping and lambing.

� The landholder should be informed of the Liaison Officer’s
responsibilities and who the Liaison Officer reports to in
the company.

� The company should make the Liaison Officer or other
appropriate person available to discuss reasonable requests
from the local community for information on the project
management plan and commitments.

� The Liaison Officer should ask the landholder about:

� the location of special features of the property including
the location of known Aboriginal or European heritage
sites

� the existence of any Heritage Agreements or management
plans approved under the Pastoral Land Management
and Conservation Act 1989, the Soil Conservation and
Land Care Act 1989, and any other statutory obligations

� the preference for reinstatement of disturbed areas

� the future use of drillholes which intersect useable
groundwater.

� Wherever practical, serve notices required under the Act
personally and use the opportunity to explain the program
and establish a working relationship.

� Supply the landholder with the tenement number and
conditions attached to it.

� Provide the landholder with the Liaison Officer’s business
and after hours telephone numbers.

� The explorer should consult with the traditional Aboriginal
custodians of the land to avoid disturbance of any
significant Aboriginal sites. The Department of State
Aboriginal Affairs (DOSAA) can advise on the relevant
groups or contact persons.

Do not leave landholder liaison to contractors. Make sure
that the contractor knows and abides by the terms of the
agreements with the landowner and others with an interest in
the land.

ACTIONS UPON FIRST ARRIVING ON THE
LAND

� Upon arrival at the property, introductions should be made
immediately at the homestead.

� Provide the landholder with comprehensive details of the
exploration program. In particular, the following details
should be provided:

� proposed location of fieldwork (include a map)

� extent and type of operations to be conducted

� description of vehicles to be used

� names of personnel involved, including contractors who
will do the work

� living arrangements, particularly if a campsite is required.

� The explorer should request the following details from the
landholder:

� access

� suitable campsites

� landholder’s planned work program

� updates on the explorer’s map, i.e. fences, gates, bores,
dams, etc.

� permission for use of water.

� Agreements between the landholder and explorer should be
simple, and clearly identify what has been agreed to
between the two parties. It is preferable that agreements are
in writing, as verbal agreements can lead to
misunderstandings. If agreements are made verbally, all
parties should have a witness present.

� Regular meetings between the Liaison Officer and
landowner should be arranged to discuss progress,
performance and agreements.

� The outcome of these discussions should be that the owner,
occupier and mining company understand each others
needs, and how they can be fulfilled.

� Where possible, allow the landholder the opportunity of
quoting for any contract work that may become available.
Try to employ local people wherever possible but be aware
of the need for all contractors to carry adequate public
liability and third party insurance.

LANDCARE

� In addition to agreed arrangements with the landholder, the
planning and conduct of operations should be based on the
Environmental guidelines for mineral exploration in SA,
and Statement of environmental objectives for mineral
exploration (Information Sheets M33 and M34), issued by
PIRSA.

� Reduce any vegetation clearance to the absolute minimum.
Unavoidable track clearing and construction should be
undertaken in a manner acceptable to the landholder and in
line with PIRSA Environmental Guidelines.

� Be mindful of initiating weed infestations and outbreaks of
disease. Thoroughly clean vehicles before moving into new
areas.

� No pets or firearms should be taken onto the property
without the express permission of the landholder.
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� If a campsite is required, prior agreement with the
landholder on preferred locations should be reached.
However, the campsite should be positioned at least 400 m
away from watering points, drainage lines, homesteads and
not be positioned over stock pads leading to watering
points.

� Under no circumstances should chemicals or their
containers be dumped where they could enter surface or
groundwater systems. All hazardous rubbish should be
removed and placed in authorised waste disposal depots.
General rubbish should be dumped, taken to a local tip or
buried on written advice from the landholder.

� Fuel stores and vehicle servicing areas should be located
and used in a manner which does not permanently
contaminate soil or pollute water.

PROPERTY INFRASTRUCTURE

� If an explorer needs to cut a fence, consult with the
landowner for alternatives. However, if a fence is cut,
stock-proof gates must be installed and removed if
requested by the landowner. Permanent repairs must be
effected as soon as practicable.

� Report any damage of gates, fences, roads, crops etc. to the
landholder (even if the explorer is not responsible). Where
necessary, discuss any arrangement for repairs. Temporary
repairs should be completed without delay.

� When the ground is wet, vehicle movements should be
curtailed. Any track damage caused by vehicle movements
in wet conditions should be repaired as soon as conditions
dry out.

� The explorer should ensure that declared equipment is used
only under competent supervision. The supervisor should
be fully aware of the company’s environmental policy and
negotiate locational matters with the landholder.

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING

� Have crews carry rubbish containers and avoid littering at
all times.

� Where several days are to elapse between the various
operational phases of the survey, have any temporary gates
checked for stock security.

� Appropriate fire suppression equipment should be carried
and accessible at all times.

� Fire risks should be minimised by siting fuel dumps,
generators and similar equipment on suitably cleared areas.

� Regulations pursuant to appropriate fire legislation should
be adhered to. Talk to the local Country Fire Service
officers if in any doubt.

� Have a fire fighting plan or procedures; fire fighting
equipment should be supplied, installed and properly
maintained in the camp.

� Personnel should be trained and fire drills carried out.

MANAGEMENT OF EXPLORATION
ACTIVITIES

� Keep the landholder fully informed of the progress of the
exploration program.

� The explorer should find out where stock are located on a
regular basis to avoid disturbance.

� Be mindful of the possibility of discovering sites of
scientific or heritage significance. Aboriginal sites should
be reported to DOSAA (see the Aboriginal Heritage Act
1988, Sections 20 and 23).

� Reduce speed near homesteads, watering points and grazing
stock to reduce dust and disturbance.

� Be aware of hazards to health and safety to stock and
people from cables, drill casing, excavations etc., and take
actions to prevent potential hazards.

� Advise the landholder if any blasting is to occur.

� When using helicopters or low-flying aircraft, advise the
landholder of their proposed use, the area of use and the
times of such flights. Discuss with the landholder the
planned stock program, e.g. lambing and mustering, and
ensure that the pilots are instructed to use the aircraft so as
to cause minimal disturbance to stock.

REINSTATEMENT OF DISTURBED AREA

� The company should prepare and implement a program
which complies with tenement conditions, best practice and
the reasonable needs of the landholder.

� The Liaison Officer should visit sites of major disturbance
with the landholder after reinstatement has been completed
and attend to any reasonable requests for further work.

� Where soil compaction has occurred, offer to rehabilitate
the site in line with current best practice, and to the
landholder’s satisfaction.

� Permanent survey markers should be placed where they will
not hinder farm management. Temporary markers, pegs,
tags and flagging tape should be made from biodegradable
materials or removed if requested by the landholder.

� All drillholes should be backfilled immediately on
completion, cuttings backfilled, raked over or removed and
drillholes securely plugged/capped below surface. If
drillholes are required to remain open temporarily, install
casing to prevent injury to stock and small animals from
falling in. Backfill costeans and other excavations as soon
as they are no longer required.

� Where potentially useful occurrences of groundwater are
encountered, drillholes can be capped below surface with a
marker left for subsequent relocation by the landowner.
Exploration drillholes to be converted to water supply wells
for the landowner’s use require a permit from the Licensing
Unit, Department for Water, Land and Biodiversity
Conservation (Water Resources Act, 1977).

� Approval to leave exploration tracks for the landowner’s
use should be obtained from PIRSA, Mineral Resources.
All requests should be accompanied by a letter from the
landowner to the company asking for these tracks to be
retained, and a map showing the location of tracks to be
left.
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ACTIONS TO BE UNDERTAKEN UPON
PROGRAM COMPLETION

� The Liaison Officer should invite the landholder to inspect
the work area when the project is complete and carry out
any reasonable requests for reinstatement of the land.

� Undertake any agreed restoration without undue delay and
promptly pay in full any agreed compensation which is due
to the landholder under the Mining Act or an agreement
between the parties.

� Make a final inspection of all roads, gates, fence lines,
campsites, drillsites, trenches, etc. to ensure that all areas
are free of rubbish and left in a condition that is safe to
stock and free of hazards to people.

OTHER PIRSA INFORMATION SHEETS OF
INTEREST TO LANDHOLDERS AND
EXPLORERS

M5 — Mineral exploration licences – General conditions,
procedures and information.

M21 — Mineral exploration drillholes – General
specifications for construction and abandonment.

M33 — Environmental guidelines for mineral exploration
activities in South Australia.

M34 — Statement of environmental objectives for mineral
exploration in South Australia.

S2 — Drilling for water.

Other guidelines for mineral exploration are also available on
our website www.minerals.pir.sa.gov.au

These Liason guidelines for landholders and mineral
explorers in South Australia have been endorsed by The
South Australian Chamber of Mines and Energy Inc. and the
South Australian Farmers Federation.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Office of Minerals and Energy Resources, PIRSA

101 Grenfell Street, Adelaide SA 5001

Ph. (08) 8463 3204

South Australian Chamber of Mines and Energy Inc.

63a Conyngham Street, Glenside SA 5065

Ph. (08) 8379 9711

South Australian Farmers Federation

122 Frome Street, Adelaide SA 5000

Ph. (08) 8232 5555

Copies of the Mining Act 1971 and other legislation are

available at cost from:

Information SA, State Government Bookshop

Australis Centre

77 Grenfell Street, Adelaide SA 5000

Ph. (08) 8204 1900

Freecall 1800 182 234

Or on the internet at

www.parliament.sa.gov.au
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