
Contact details

• FISHWATCH on 1800 065 522

• Metropolitan and regional PIRSA Fisheries
offices

For more information

• PIRSA Fisheries website:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/fishing

What is being done?

• Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis has not been
found in South Australia.

• PIRSA Fisheries is managing to ensure that
the disease is not introduced into our waters
from Victoria.

• Coastal waters of western Victoria and those
adjacent to islands of northern Bass Strait
have been closed to all recreational and
commercial abalone fishing.

What else can you do?

• Do not use abalone gut as bait;

• Keep a close watch for signs of the disease
and report any signs even if you are not sure;

• Take your entire catch home (it is illegal to
shuck abalone at sea) and dispose of the
waste and shell with the household garbage;

• Thoroughly clean and disinfect:
• All fishing equipment that may have

come into contact with the bottom
habitat;

• Wetsuits and diving equipment – soak in
soapy freshwater for 30 minutes, rinse,
then allow to dry before use;

• Boats – wash with freshwater and
detergent away from shore; and

• Yourself – all people that have had
contact with abalone or bottom habitat
should wash themselves with soap and
water, and wash clothes with laundry
detergent.

• If you have travelled from Victorian
waters take particular caution.
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If you see any sick abalone…

DO

4 Report any suspect abalone sighting to

FISHWATCH on 1800 065 522 (24-hour).

4 Contact the nearest regional PIRSA Fisheries

office.

4 You may be asked to:
4 Collect a sample of whole abalone in a

sealed plastic bag or container; and
4 Record the exact location from where it

was collected using a GPS if possible;
and

4 Provide information on the water depth
and type of bottom.

4 Return to land and carry out the cleaning

procedure described in this brochure.

DO NOT

6 Return any sick abalone back to the water.

6 Freeze the sample – refrigerate the sample

if possible.

6 Use abalone gut as fishing bait.

6 Continue diving in the area or move to

another dive site as your diving equipment

may spread the disease. 

6 Move abalone between locations, including

shells and offal.

What is Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis?

• Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis is a viral disease
affecting the nervous system of abalone,
resulting in weakness and death.

• An outbreak in Victoria in 2006 was the first
reported case of this disease in Australia.

• There are no known human health
implications from handling or eating infected
abalone.

• Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis only affects
abalone species.

• Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis has not been
found in South Australia, but we need to
ensure it isn’t introduced.

• If an outbreak of Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis
should occur in South Australia, it could have
a severe impact on abalone stocks.

How is it spread?

• The most likely means of disease spread is
through direct contact between infected
abalone or abalone product (offal, shells or
mucus) and healthy abalone.

• The virus may also be carried on fishing
equipment or on people who have come into
contact with infected abalone or bottom
habitat. 

What are the signs?

• While diving, you may notice patches of weak
and/or dead abalone.

• On the beach, you may notice groups of
shells (with or without meat) that have been
washed ashore.

Symptoms of the disease

Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis causes

inflammation of the nervous tissue, which

typically results in the following symptoms:

• Swollen and protruding mouthparts; and/or

• Edges of the foot curling inwards; followed by

• Decomposition of the meat, eventually
leading to exposure of clean shell.

Greenlip abalone
showing the symptoms
of the disease

Healthy greenlip abalone


