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Radiata pine field day in the 
Upper South East 
 
PIRSA Forestry is planning a field trip in 
the Upper South East on November 27 
to discuss tree marking, first thinning, 
pre commercial thinning and radiata 
provenances. 
 
We will be visiting first thinned stands 
around the Lucindale region that have 
been tree marked by growers and by a 
tree marking contractor, as well as first 
thinned stands that have been operator 
selected. We will be discussing the pros 
and cons of each method. 
 

 
 
The Pre Commercial Thinning (PCT) 
trial is a demonstration of reducing the 
stocking at an early age, year 5 to 7. A 
PCT will increase the value of the 
products at first thinning thus making it 
more attractive to harvest in locations 
where haulage distance is an issue and 
make it economically viable.  
 
The radiata provenance trial is 10 years 
old and differences in performance of 
Guadalupe, Cedros and nursery seed lot 
provenances will be discussed and the 
advantages of using different  

 
 
 
 
provenances of radiata in the Upper 
South East from the nursery seed lot 
material that is typically available. 
 
 
New forest growers levy to 
commence 1 November 
 
Following the formation of Forest and 
Wood Products Australia (FWPA) in 
September, the new forest growers levy 
of 5 cents per tonne on all logs 
harvested for processing in Australia or 
for export will come into effect on 1 
November 2007.  
 
The Levies Revenue Service in the 
Department of Agriculture Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF) has recently written to 
intermediaries, such as a wood 
processors and exporters, advising them 
that they are liable to pay a levy on 
behalf of the producer (grower) and that 
they can recover the amount of levy paid 
from the producer, by offset or 
otherwise. 

 
The levy is not payable on logs sourced 
from public (state) forests as the State 
government growers will make 
payments directly to FWPA. 
 
Please refer to the A3P website for more 
information 
www.a3p.asn.au  
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Time for firebreak maintenance 
 
This is a timely reminder to protect your 
plantations against fire. Firebreak 
maintenance and preparation is critical 
in reducing the risk of fire entering your 
forest and provides appropriate access 
in the event of fire. 

 
There are many ways in which to 
maintain your firebreaks. Depending on 
the situation and the grower, various 
techniques can be used to reduce fuel 
loads.  
 
Grass will commonly be the fuel load 
that requires management by: 

o Slashing  
o Grazing (sheep)  
o Spraying  
o Cultivating (plough)  

 
Note that grazing is suitable with sheep 
only in plantation taller than 6 feet or two 
metres tall and grazing is not suitable 
with cattle within your plantation. 
 

CFS Plantation Design Guidelines 
stipulate an external firebreak setback of 
7 metres or more metres. Internal 
breaks need to be managed by slashing 
the grass to reduce the fuel load. Trees 
may need to be edge pruned to prevent 
branches from limiting vehicle access 
along the internal break. 
 
 
If you would like further information 
about fire break maintenance or forestry 
please contact PIRSA Forestry.  

Tax break for carbon forests 
 
A media release in September from the 
Federal Minister for the Environment 
and Water Resources, Malcolm 
Turnbull, stated that tax incentives 
introduced into Federal Parliament will 
provide immediate deductions for forests 
planted for carbon sequestration. 
 
“The bill provides immediate tax 
deductions for costs incurred in 
establishing a carbon sink forest from 
now until 2012. Once the national 
emissions trading scheme has 
commenced deductions will fall in line 
with the horticultural plant provisions of 
the tax law. 
 
“The capture and storage of carbon 
dioxide is one of multiple benefits this 
legislation will deliver, including 
providing habitats for plants and 
animals, helping to manage salinity and 
enhance farm productivity through land 
diversification,” Mr Turnbull said. 
 
 
DPI Hamilton Field Trip  
 
On October 25 PIRSA Forestry staff 
attended a field day held by DPI Victoria 
at their Hamilton research centre. 
 

 
 
The DPI Hamilton trip visited 
provenance trial of spotted gum 
(Corymbia maculata) and seed orchards 
of spotted gum and sugar gum 
(Eucalyptus cladocalyx). A number of 
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species and their suitability were 
discussed. Sugar gum is a good species 
for sites where Tasmanian blue gum is 
unsuitable or unproductive. 
 
In a 10.7 year old thinned Tasmanian 
blue gum stand had 168 m3/ha 
compared to 199m3/ha in the unthinned 
stand. The stockings were 415 stems/ha 
compared to 1250 stems/ha. This is a 
significant result for volume recovery 
from fewer larger trees. 
 
The wide stocked radiata trial identified 
the need to plant low stocking and have 
them wide spaced rather than in planted 
blocks to get the growth in low rainfall 
areas with long distance to markets. 
This is very important when there is no 
pulp market and the need to produce 
large sawlog in the butt log. 
 

 
 
 
Landcare Open Day at Jigsaw  
Farms  
 
A few PIRSA Forestry staff attended this 
popular open day near Coleraine on 
October 26. It contained a number of 
stations with topics from animal health, 
carbon farming, agroforestry, 
biodiversity and agronomy. 
 
Trees and revegetation of creeks and 
waterways is an important role. Jigsaw 
Farms has revegetated or planted 
agroforestry 1051 hectares of the 
properties 4848 hectares.  
 

The benefits include carbon 
sequestration opportunities, improved 
productivity, stock health, biodiversity 
gains, shelter, reduced salinity, better 
rainfall utilisation and improved 
aesthetics.  
 
The carbon industry was discussed at 
the Agroforestry station including carbon 
sequestration and biofuels. A pruning 
demonstration was provided regarding 
tools, techniques and selection. 
 

 
 
CarbonSmart, a not-for-profit branch of 
Landcare, discussed the opportunities 
for landowners to receive income from 
their biodiversity plantings without the 
risk and administration.  
 
 
Midway’s export blue gum chip 
mill could proceed through 
Heywood power upgrade 
 
A $300,000 Victorian Government grant 
to help upgrade the electricity supply in 
the Heywood Industrial Corridor will 
pave the way for multi-million dollar 
industrial developments, the Minister for 
Regional and Rural Development, 
Jacinta Allan, said on 3 October 2007. 
 
In Heywood, Ms Allan said projects like 
Midway’s proposed $30 million export 
blue gum wood chip mill could proceed 
once the electricity supply in the 
Heywood Industrial Corridor was 
upgraded. The Mill will be built at 
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Myamyn approximately 15 km north of 
Heywood. 
 

 
 
“The Midway mill is expected to create 
up to 30 jobs at the mill and up to 400 
jobs in the harvesting and haulage 
sector,” Ms Allan said. 
 
 
Email address 
 
For ease of providing you with 
information efficiently, could you please 
provide us with your email address? 
 
Often we get information about 
meetings, or have updates to newsletter 
items, or receive other relevant 
information that we would like to pass 
onto you as quickly as possible. It is 
best if we can email this sort of 
information out to everyone. 
 
We have a generic email address that 
you can send your queries to: 
 
pirsaforestry@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
 
Queries or Questions? 
 
PIRSA Forestry Officers can be 
contacted regarding anything in this 
newsletter and any queries of forest 
management that you may have.  We 
can provide you with advice and if 
needed visit your plantation.  

PIRSA Forestry Contact Details: 
 
Email Address 
 
pirsaforestry@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
Facsimile  (08) 8723 1941 
 
Sue Shaw, 
Manager, Science, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1229 
Mobile 0408 876 116 
shaw.sue@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Charlma Phillips, 
Principal Forest Health Scientist, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1231 
phillips.charlma@saugov.sa.gov.au  
 
Peta Crewe, 
Forestry Development Advisor, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1224 
Mobile 0427 012 510 
crewe.peta@saugov.sa.gov.au   
 
Sharn Lucas,   
Biodiversity Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1223 
Mobile 0427 005 200 
lucas.sharn@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Clinton Sim, 
Coordinator Forestry Development, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1227 
Mobile 0417 865 546 
sim.clinton@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Josh Driscoll, 
Forest Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1228 
Mobile 0417 865 961 
driscoll.joshua@saugov.sa.gov.au 
 
Adrian Agars, 
Forestry Development Support Officer, 
Telephone (08) 8735 1225 
Mobile 0407 799 056 
agars.adrian@saugov.sa.gov.au 

  


